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New York State YMCA Youth And Government 
2026 STATE CONFERENCE AGENDA 

Thursday March 19th 
2:30 PM Conference Leadership Desmond Hotel Check-in Town Hall 

3:00 – 4:00 PM Orientation  Town Hall 

All leadership teens together 

4:00 – :6:00 PM Work team training sessions 
Committee Chairs  Suite 156 

Justice Team  High Street 22, 28 
Cabinet   Suite 120 

Press Corps  Studio 
Advisors Shaker 

Presiding Officers Suite 112 

6:00- 7:30 PM NYS YMCA Youth and Government Alumni and Leadership Dinner   King Street Ballroom
Honoring Janine “G” Giordano 

7:30 – 10:30 PM Training Sessions-Same Rooms  

9:00 – 10:30 PM Presiding Officers Rehearse GA and Chambers 

10:30  All Leadership meeting  Town Hall 

11:15 PM CURFEW…LIGHTS OUT! 
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New York State YMCA Youth And Government 
2026 STATE CONFERENCE AGENDA 

  
 

Friday, March 20th 
 
 

8:00 AM  BREAKFAST      High Street 24+26 

    

8:30 – 9:30 AM Q&A and Pictures with YMCA of the USA CEO Suzanne McCormick  High Street 24+26 

 
9:30 – 11:00 AM Work team training sessions     

Committee Chairs      Suite 156 

   Justice Team       High Street 22, 28 
   Cabinet        Suite 120 

Press Corps       Studio 

Advisors       Shaker 
 

10:00 – 10:30 AM Registration set-up (done by Cabinet)   Fort Orange Courtyard 

 

11:30 – 12:15 PM Lunch (for early arriving leadership team)   High Street 24+26 
All delegates arrive 

12:30 PM Conference Registration opens      Fort Orange Atrium 

1:00 PM  Candidate Meeting       Suite 156 

 

1:30 PM Opening Session and Orientation     King Street Ballroom 

   Overflow Seating      Town Hall 

 

2:30 PM  Judicial Case Review and Legislative Committees    Assigned Rooms 
 

C1:Assembly Freedom #1 – Suite 111 C11:Assembly Liberty #1 – Suite 115 

C2:Assembly Freedom #2 – Suite 112 C12:Assembly Liberty #2 – Suite 116 

C3:Assembly Freedom #3 – Suite 120 C13:Assembly Liberty #3 – Suite 117 

C4:Assembly Freedom #4 – Suite 156 C14:Assembly Liberty #4 – Suite 118 

C5:Senate Freedom #1 – Fort Orange 5 C15:Senate Liberty #1 – King Street 2 

C6:Senate Freedom #2 – Fort Orange 7 C16:Senate Liberty #2 – King Street 4 

C7:Senate Freedom #3 – Fort Orange 9 C17:Senate Liberty #3 – King Street 8 

C8:Senate Freedom #4 – Suite 165 C18:Senate Liberty #4: – Town Hall 

C9:Assembly Excelsior #1 – High Street 22 C19:Assembly Excelsior #3 – High Street 28 

C10:Assembly Excelsior #2 – High Street 24 C20:Assembly Excelsior #4 High Street 26 

  

Press Office - Studio 

Judicial Case Review-Hilton Garden Inn 

Case A – Saratoga Room Case C-Hudson B 

Case B – Hudson A Justices - Lobby 
 

Friday, March 20th 
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New York State YMCA Youth And Government 
2026 STATE CONFERENCE AGENDA 

3:00 PM Adult Meeting King Street Courtyard 

4:30 PM Civic Engagement General Assembly King Street Ballroom 

Overflow Seating Town Hall

5:45 PM Delegation Caucus – Room Keys Given out, luggage moved to rooms, any room issues reported. 

6:30 PM Judicial Program Training (All Judicial Delegates) Suites 111, 112, 120 

Judicial Student Work Area Suite 116(Case A)   Suite 117(Case B)   Suite 118(Case C)   Suite 119(Justices) 

Judicial students will eat dinner depending on when their team is scheduled to mee with advisors. 

6:30-7:15 PM  Joint Legislative Session 

Joint Chamber 1 King Street 

Joint Chamber 2  Fort Orange 7 & 9 

Joint Chambers 3 and 4 Dinner Fort Orange Koi Pond & King Street Courtyard 

Adult Dining Room Fort Orange 5 

7:15-8:00 PM  Joint Chamber 3 Town Hall 

Joint Chamber 4  High Street 24+26 

Joint Chambers 3 and 4 Dinner Fort Orange Koi Pond & King Street Courtyard 

Adult Dining Room Fort Orange 5 

8:00-9:30 PM  Delegates at Dinner Return to Joint Legislative Session 

Joint Chamber 1 King Street 

Joint Chamber 2  Fort Orange 7 & 9 

Joint Chamber 3 Town Hall 

Joint Chamber 4  High Street 24+26 

9:30 PM All Delegates-Cabinet Closing Thoughts and Announcements King Street Ballroom 

Overflow Seating Town Hall

10:00 PM Delegation Meeting Assigned Spaces 

10:30 PM    CURFEW-ALL DELEGATES IN THEIR OWN ROOM 

Saturday, March 21st 
6:30 AM Room Curfew Ends, Buses will be transporting from Hilton Garden Inn to Desmond at this time.

6:30 AM Breakfast Opens Fort Orange Ballroom and Courtyard

7:30AM  Breakfast Service Ends 

Liberty Delegates  and Judicial Delegates will be taken to the Capitol and Courthouse first, and then buses will return to 
pick up the Freedom and Excelsior Delegates.   
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New York State YMCA Youth And Government 
2026 STATE CONFERENCE AGENDA 

  
 

Saturday, March 21st 
Based on Traffic and other potential obstacles to the schedule, this evening is tentative and announcements will be 

made about any adjustments. 

5:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. General Elections     King Street Ballroom  

6:45 p.m.- 8:15 p.m. Dinner and Change Clothes    Fort Orange Ballroom and Courtyard 

 

8:15 PM  Delegate Celebration Theme -The 1990’s 

   All Delegates gather in King Ballroom at this time for attendance to be taken  

   Karaoke & Talent Show        King Street 

Games & Crafts & Voter Registration &Merch    King Street 

Courtyard 

Photo Station         King Street Fountain  

Quiet/Study Room (No talking or noise)     Suite 156 

Hang out room        Fort Orange 9 

Movie         Town Hall 

Bingo & Trivia        High Street 24+26 

 

 

9:45 – 10:15 PM Closing Thoughts from the Presiding Officers    King Street Ballroom 

Overflow Seating       Town Hall 

10:15 PM  Delegation Meetings       Assigned Spaces 

 

10:45 PM   CURFEW-ALL DELEGATES IN THEIR OWN ROOM   

 

Sunday, March 22nd 
 

7:00 AM  Breakfast Begins. Buses will be transporting from Hilton Garden Inn to Desmond at this time. 

8:15 AM  Breakfast Service Ends  

8:30 AM  Judicial Program       Town Hall 

Freedom Assembly and Senate`     King Street Ballroom 

Liberty Assembly and Senate     High Street 24+26  

Excelsior Assembly      Fort Orange Ballroom 

 

9:45 AM  Dismiss from Chambers  

10:00 AM  Closing Session       King Street Ballroom 

Overflow Seating      Town Hall 

12:00 PM  Adjournment  
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Dress Code 

DAILY CLOTHING NEEDS 

Day 1 
Delegates will need one professional business casual outfit for this day.  Please wear a skirt, slacks, 
or khakis that are not overly revealing or attention-grabbing.  Shirts should have collars, and 
shoulders should be covered.  This should not include blue jeans, shorts, leggings, athletic wear, 
sneakers, or sandals. 
The clothes you travel to and from the conference in are decided by your local group.   

Day 2 
Delegates will need one professional business formal outfit for this day, and this should be a 
business suit or appropriate substitute.   
Shoes should be appropriate for the outfit, not sneakers or other casual shoes.  There will be a lot 
of walking throughout the day, so delegates should refrain from wearing uncomfortable shoes for 
the sake of appearance. 
Delegates will be allowed to change into casual clothes for the social activities in the evening.  

Day 3
Delegates may wear casual clothes on this day.  Many will choose to wear their conference T-Shirt.  
Candidates are allowed but not required to wear a business formal or casual outfit.

7



OUR MISSION 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YMCA DIVERSITY MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Y is made up of people of all ages and from every walk of life working side by side to strengthen 
communities. Together we work to ensure that everyone, regardless of ability, age, cultural background, 
ethnicity, faith, gender, gender identity, ideology, income, national origin, race or sexual orientation has 
the opportunity to reach their full potential with dignity. Our core values are caring, honesty, respect 
and responsibility—they guide everything we do. 

YMCA OF THE USA MISSION STATEMENT 
 

To put Christian principles into practice through programs that 
build healthy spirit, mind, and body for all. 
 

CORE VALUES  

Honesty Respect 
Caring  Responsibility 
 
 

AREAS OF FOCUS 

YOUTH DEVELOPMENT AT THE YMCA 
 

YMCA Youth Development is the social-emotional, cognitive, and physical process that all youth 
uniquely experience from birth to career. A successful development process fulfills children and teens’ 
innate need to be loved, spiritually grounded, educated, competent, and healthy. 
 
 
 

Positive youth development is supported 
by the intentional efforts of individuals, 
including parents, mentors, teachers, 
community members, peers, and others 
who help foster the skills needed for 
successful living through motivation, 
active engagement, enriching activities, 
and healthy relationships. 
 

DIMENSIONS OF WELL-BEING 
 

At the Y, we support youth development by 
fostering nine dimensions of well-being: 
Character, Giving, Inspiration, Health, 
Achievement, Relationships, Belonging, 
Meaning, and Safety. 
 
Youth Development at the Y emphasizes three 
of these dimensions when measuring the impact 
and effectiveness of our programs: 
 

Achievement    Relationships    Belonging 
 

 

THE FIVE PILLARS 
 

To help ensure the fidelity and quality of our YMCA 
teen programs, we measure and seek to maximize 
impact using the following pillars: 
 

Academics 
Positive Relationships 
Positive Identity 
Life Skills 
Civic Engagement (Youth and Government*) 
 
*Each YMCA teen program has a unique pillar of 
measurement. As a Youth and Government program, 
we measure civic engagement. 
 

 

 

 

Youth Development 
Nurturing the potential of 
every child and teen 
 

 

Healthy Living 
Improving the nation’s 
health and well-being 

 

Social Responsibility 
Giving back and providing 
support to our neighbors 
 

8



Fosdick - San Antonio Memorial Scholarship 
 

In late January 1992, Meegan Fosdick and Shannon San Antonio from the Silver Bay 
Association, YMCA Conference and Training Center tragically lost their lives in a car 
accident.  
 

Both Meegan and Shannon were entering their second year in the program. Shannon 
had never attended the Albany conference, but was an active member of her district and 
school club. She had participated in the drafting of several bills, and had helped many club 
members with their speeches. Meegan, however was a very involved member. She was an 
active member of the State steering committee, having attended meetings in Cortland and 
New York City. She had great plans for this conference. Upon being selected as a 
committee chairperson, she decided to run for Assembly Speaker.  
 

These active participants in the New York State YMCA Youth and Government 
Program demonstrated qualities that all young people should emulate: they were involved 
in other community activities/organizations, other school and/or YMCA activities, coupled 
with a demonstrated passion of serving others.  
 

In memory of their spirit and enthusiasm, The New York State YMCA Youth and 
Government program established a memorial scholarship fund. Partial proceeds from the 
fund are used to award annual scholarships to the YMCA Youth and Government Albany 
Conference defraying a teens State Program fee expense.  
 

District Coordinators and Advisors are asked to nominate teens from their district 
for this award. Teens must currently be Juniors in High school. Final selection will be made 
in consultation with the State Director and the award committee based on applicants 
meeting the award criteria that is not restricted to financial need. Announcement of the 
award winners will be made at the closing banquet of the annual March Conference in 
Albany.  
 

Contributions will be accepted at anytime during the year. Donations can be made 
out to the “YMCA of Greater Rochester,” sent to the attention of Drew Caldwell, State 
Director, Alliance of New York State YMCAs, 465 New Karner Road, Albany, 12205. 
 

Fosdick- San Antonio Recipients for the 2020 Conference: 
 
Olivia Harris   Brynn Loomis  Eva Lisi Hannah Schultzer 

9



Cleveland E. Dodge Collegiate Advisor Award 
 

Collegiate Advisor Leadership (Cleveland E. Dodge Memorial Award) 
 A scholarship program supported by the New York State YMCA Foundation Inc. redesigned in 2006 to 

support volunteer collegiate students instrumental in sustaining the vision of this civic engagement program 
in memory of the dedicated voluntary commitment rendered by Mr. Cleveland E. Dodge to the YMCA’s of New 
York. 

 A former delegate that has participated in a Youth & Government State Conference. 
 A college volunteer who exemplifies servant leadership to the Youth & Government program in areas of 

program implementation, program development, or leadership development. _  
 Demonstrated leadership with the local or State program endorsed by a YMCA Director. 
 The $1000 cash award is intended to assist with educational expenses being presented at the closing 

banquet of the State Conference.  
 

Past Recipients Include: 
Khadija Saad       2025 

Isaih Harris       2024 

Gabe Stellato       2023 

Lynsey Springman      2022 

Liora Reiken   (Barnard College)   2021 

Kayleigh Martin  (Nashville State Community College) 2020 

Lilly Umana  (Syracuse University)   2019 

Adam Henn  (Adelphi University)   2018 

Devon Drake  (SUNY Upstate Medical University) 2017 

Thomas Jacobs   (Rochester Institute of Technology) 2016 

Paige Hughes   (Manhattan College)    2015 

Maria Henry   (Emory College)     2014 

Raul Sanchez   (John Jay College)    2013 

Emily Bolan   (SUNY Geneseo)     2012 

Matthew Dowgiallo  (LeMoyne college)    2011 

Michelle Palandrani (Hudson Valley Community College)  2010 

Raphael Ortega   (Indiana University School of Law)  2009 

Mike Couzens   (Syracuse University)    2008 

Kate Harvey   (Seton Hall Law School)    2007 

Leigh Arsenault   (Middlebury College)    2006 
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Clement A. Duran Delegate Scholarship Award 

  

 A scholarship program supported by the New York State YMCA Foundation, Inc. honoring the vision and 
tireless commitment of YMCA Director Clement A. Duran to the purpose of affording teenagers an 
opportunity to have a voice in their community.   

 A senior in High School   
 Participation in the Youth & Government program for a minimum of two years   
 A participant who has exemplified the conduct expected as spelled out in the Code of Conduct   
 Leadership involvement in local community and the Youth & Government program   
 Qualify as a participant to the Youth & Government Spring Leadership Conference   

 Assure the State Executive Committee that the award will be used for educational expenses. The $1000 cash 
award is presented at the closing banquet of the State Conference. 

 
 
 
 

Past Recipients Include: 
 

Racheal Stickland  2025 

Mary Duenzl   2024 

Mathew Fagerheim  2023 

Sean Guffanti   2022 

Violet Hamlin   2021 

Patrick Barnett   2020 

 Katie Lindley    2019 

Aminata Toumbou  2018 

Owen Voutsinas-Klose  2017 

Tim Ryan   2016 

Rose Reiken   2016 

Khaled Hassan    2015 

Molly Schroder    2014 

Emily Vigliotta    2013 

Maria Henry    2012 

 

 

 

 

 

Raul Sanchez    2011 

Kathryn Maxwell   2010 

Alaina Ryan    2009 

Michaela Jebb    2009 

Emma Corey    2008 

Kristen Rafferty   2007 

Newton Kwan    2006 

LaRelle Gee    2005 

Emilie Kershaw   2004 

Jerry Castillo    2003 

Leigh Arsenault   2002 

Lazaro Chavez    2001 

Ellie Gardner    2000 
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Press Corps 
 

Sofie Barsanti, Editor-In-Chief 
Michelle Ordway, Social Media Editor 

Jenae Carrion, Executive Editor 

Amelia Rabinowitz, Video Editor 

 

Sarah Anand 

Riley Matuszak 

Hannah Daken 

Peyton Sekoll 

Eva Santacroce 

Jaylisa Williams 

Matt Costa 

Lilliana Mosher 

Tate Bacon 

Lucia Williams 

Zen Seiler 

Madison  Westberry 

Laila Carty 

Holly  Marraccino 

Naya Kratz 

Madison Narain 

Maya Perez 

Debora Miguel 

Evelyn Balletta 

Devin  Bierfeldt 

Tessa Carusone 

Joanna Cherian 

Viktoria Farmer 

Emily Budway 

Juliana Esteban 

Zanda Atkinson 

Brendan Salter 

Charlotte Flora 

Molly ODonnell 

Olivia Tuzel 

Deya Allen 

Kate Gonzalez 
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YMCA Youth and Government Youth Assembly 
Parliamentary Procedure Guide 

1. Introduction
1. It is important to keep in mind that this is a CONFERENCE and not a

legislative session. The major working objective is to prepare and consider in
depth bills relating to crucial state concerns. The use of technical motions
and restrictive parliamentary procedure are discouraged.

2. References in this document will follow the format of (area, section,
subsection). If no subsection is specified, please refer to the entire section of
text.

a. Example: “(see 2.1.a)” refers to the General Rules and Procedures,
section 1,
subsection a.

2. General Rules and Procedures
1. The Presiding Officers of the Conference shall serve as the Chairpersons for

their respective Chamber and remain neutral during debate. The Committee
Chairs shall serve as the Chairpersons for their respective Committee and
remain neutral during debate.

a. Chairpersons will choose a clerk from among the Chamber if
necessary.

2. The Chairpersons for the session shall have the right to call a delegate out of
order if that delegate is being disruptive in nature or is breaking any other
rule of procedure. This shall be done by the sole discretion of the
Chairperson.

3. The Chairpersons for the session shall be the interpreter of these rules, and
in such will rule upon any motion presented upon the floor. The Chairperson
shall have complete discretion when choosing to recognize a motion.

4. Absolutely no clapping is permitted after the defeat of a bill or after any
speaker. Spirt fingers are in order to show appreciation for the bill sponsors
work towards the bill.

5. Controlled applause or spirit fingers will be allowed following the passage of a
bill, but delegates may not leave their seats to congratulate the author.

6. Referencing of other bills is not in order.
7. Refer to another speaker as “a previous delegate,” or “previous speaker”

during debate.
8. Face and hand gestures are not permitted during another delegate’s speech.
9. Remain seated and quiet during an author’s opening and closing statements.
10.A delegate seeking to be recognized should remain seated and raise their

placard. They should not call out.
11.Do not raise your placard or hand while a speaker is addressing the chamber.
12.The use of false debate will be called out of order during all sessions. A “False

debate” shall be defined as a sarcastic speech, or being recognized to speak
during debate but deliberately presenting arguments in favor of the opposing
side. An example of false debate is a delegate being recognized to speak a
pro statement but calling for the defeat of the bill. Agreeing with the
intentions of the bill are not considered false debate.

13



YMCA Youth and Government Youth Assembly 
Parliamentary Procedure Guide 

 

13.The use of any prop while speaking will be called out of order during all
sessions. A “Prop” shall be defined as any external, non-verbal element
which is used during a recognition to demonstrate a point. Examples of props
are, but are not limited to charts, pictures, magazines, printed research, etc.
Brief gestures with a bill book or a notebook are not considered use of a
prop.

3. Committee and Chamber Procedure
1. Each bill in Committee and Chamber shall be considered in the following

manner:
a. Opening remarks by the bill author (4 minutes). The author may only

reserve unused time to the author’s summation.
b. Non-debatable, technical questions; (see 4.3 and 4.4).
c. Chairperson opens debate. Con and pro speakers will alternate;

Debate must start and end with a con speaker. Upon recognition, the
delegate shall thank the Chair, state their name, and delegation. A
delegate may exercise up to three (3) of these actions without further
impediment:

i. Address The Chamber.
ii. Ask a series of questions of the bill author, provided the author’s

permission is sought through and granted by the Chair (see 4.5).
iii. Make one motion, provided this intention is declared upon taking

the floor. A motion shall preempt yielding the floor.
d. Delegates must continue to seek permission, through the chair, to

pose a series of questions to the bill author.
e. A delegate must reserve their right to make a motion.
f. Yielding to another delegate is not in order during Committee or

Chamber.
g. The floor is not relinquished by a speaker unless the delegate yields

their time to the Chair, or their time has elapsed.
h. Author’s summation (time reserved from opening statement).
i. Appropriate voting or ranking procedures will take place (see 6.1 or

6.2).
2. Previous question is in order after the first round of debate and must be

approved by 2/3 of the assembly. For previous question to be moved prior to
the time limit, all Presiding Officers in that Chamber must agree.

3. If a delegate is called out of order prior to addressing the floor, the chair
shall seek a different, replacement, speaker of the same intent (con or pro)
rather than a speaker of the opposing intent.

4. Technical Questions
1. During the period for technical questions, all questions must remain non-

debatable.
2. Technical questions asked during debate may be debatable and non-

debatable.
3. A non-debatable technical question shall consist of:

a. Questions that call for a factual response.
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4. A debatable technical question shall consist of:
a. Questions that are hypothetical in nature.
b. Questions that call for an opinion or assumption of the bill author.
c. Questions that are not germane to the topic of the bill.

5. A series shall be defined as follows:
a. Three (3) technical questions during a period of technical questions.
b. Two (2) technical questions during a period of debate.

5. Motions during Committee and Chamber Sessions
1. The following motions are in order during a Committee Session:

a. Point of information, to ask for clarification on a rule of procedure.
b. Point of order, to object to a rule of procedure that is not being

followed correctly.
2. The following motions are not in order during a Committee Session:

a. Motion to extend debate, to extend the period of debate.
b. Motion to move to the previous question, to end debate on a bill (refer

to 3.2).
3. The following motions are in order during a Chamber Session:

a. Motion for a division, to request a vote by standing vote.
b. Motion to expel the Governor, to remove the Governor from the

legislative chamber.
c. Motion to extend debate, to extend the period of debate.
d. Motion to move to the previous question, to end debate on a bill (refer

to 3.2).
e. Point of information, to ask for clarification on a rule of procedure.
f. Point of order, to object to a rule of procedure that is not being

followed correctly.

6. Voting & Ranking Procedures
1. Committee Procedure:

a. Delegates will rank their top bills after Committee using the voting
criteria.

b. The top 4 bills in each chamber specific committee will heard in joint
session.

c. All remaining bills will move on to Chamber Session.
2. Joint Session & Chamber Session Procedure:

a. Delegates will vote on the passage of each bill. This will occur after
each bill has been presented.

b. Passage of a bill requires a simple majority, greater than half of the
chamber (1/2).

c. Approval of a bill in the Chamber shall be recorded by delegates
raising their placard in conjunction with a voice vote unless division of
the chamber is called and recognized. In such a case, the vote shall be
recorded by a standing vote. The Presiding Officers may call for a
division if there is any doubt about the voice vote.

15



YMCA Youth and Government Youth Assembly 
Parliamentary Procedure Guide 

d. Passed bills will be sent to the Youth Governor, to be either passed or
vetoed.

e. Absolutely no clapping is permitted after the defeat of a bill or after
any speaker. Spirt fingers are in order to show appreciation for the bill
sponsors work towards the bill.

f. Controlled applause or spirit fingers will be allowed following the
passage of a bill, but delegates may not leave their seats to
congratulate the author.

3. Veto Override Procedure:
a. Delegates will vote on whether the veto of the bill should be

overridden. This will occur after each bill has been presented.
b. Passage of a bill requires a super majority, two-thirds of the chamber

(2/3).
c. Approval of a bill during veto overrides shall be recorded by delegates

raising their placard in conjunction with a voice vote unless division of
the chamber is called and recognized. In such a case, the vote shall be
recorded by a standing vote. The Presiding Officers may call for a
division if there is any doubt about the voice vote.

7. Veto Override Procedure
1. Each bill passed in Chamber, which was vetoed by the Governor, shall have

the right to be considered in the following manner:
a. A Motion to override the veto will be made by the bill author.
b. Cabinet member statement (1 minute). The cabinet member will

explain why the bill was vetoed.
c. Opening remarks by the bill author (1 minute). The author may only

yield unused time to the Chair.
d. Chairperson opens debate. One (1) con speaker and one (1) pro

speaker will be recognized; Upon recognition, the delegate shall thank
the Chair, state their name, and delegation. A delegate may exercise
up to three (3) of these actions without further impediment:

i. Address The Chamber.
ii. Ask a series of questions of the bill author, provided the author’s

permission is sought through and granted by the Chair.
iii. Make one motion, provided this intention is declared upon

taking the floor. A motion shall preempt yielding the floor.
e. Appropriate voting procedures will take place (see 7.3).

8. Changes to the Rules
1. Rules may be changed by submitting the proposed change in writing to the

Presiding Officers at any time. The Presiding Officer will present the proposed
change for a vote among all Presiding Officers. A simple majority is required
for approval. Upon approval, the Presiding Officers shall recommend the rule
change to the State Director for the next Conference. No changes to the
rules will occur for the current conference.
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9. Conclusion
1. While the Rules and Procedures of the Legislature provide a structured

framework for conducting the conference, it is important to remember that
the primary objective of the conference is to engage in meaningful
discussions, develop critical thinking skills, and have a positive learning
experience. It is essential for participants to approach the procedures with a
sense of enthusiasm and a willingness to engage in constructive debate. The
rules are designed to facilitate the process, but it is equally important to
maintain a spirit of caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility throughout
the conference. Ultimately, the goal is to create an environment where
delegates can learn, grow, and have fun while participating in the legislative
process.
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PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE SCRIPT 
1. Chair: It is now time for bill (#). Are the bill sponsors for bill (#) present?

a. Bill Sponsors thank the chair and say they are present

2. Chair: Will the Clerk read the An act to/title of the bill

a. Clerk will read the An act to/title

3. Chair: Thank you. The Bill Sponsors will have 4 minutes to divide between their opening and

closing statements and may begin when ready.

a. Bill Sponsors give their Opening Statement

4. Chair: Thank you. The Bill Sponsors have reserved (time) to their closing statements. Now

that the time for Opening Statements has elapsed, we will now move into a period of Non-

Debatable Technical Questions. Is there a technical question on the floor?

a. The chair will choose delegate with a raise placard

b. Delegates will continue asking questions until the chair announces for a final

technical question.

5. Chair: Thank you. Now that the time for non-debatable technical questions has elapsed, we

will move into a period of Con/Pro debate. Since the Bill Sponsors Opening statement was a

speech in favor, I will now be looking for a speech in opposition. Is there a Con speech on

the floor?

a. Chair will Alternate speeches in favor and in opposition, ending with a Con speech.

6. Chair: Seeing that the time for Con/Pro debate has elapsed, we will now move onto a period

of closing statements. The Bill Sponsors have reserved (time) for their closing statements and

may begin when ready.

a. The bill sponsors will give their closing statement

7. Chair (In Committees): Thank you Bill Sponsors. We will now move into a period of

ranking.

8. Chair (In Chambers): Thank you Bill Sponsors. We will now move on to a period of voting.

All those in favor of the bill, please say “aye” in your normal speaking voice. *Give a beat

before doing opposition vote* All those in opposition please say “nay” in your normal

speaking voice.

9. Chair (In Chambers): In the eyes of the chair, this bill has (passed/defeated).
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CRITERIA for Rubric System of Ranking of Bills 
TO BE RANKED BY COMMITTEE DELEGATETS 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Criteria 1 – Communication of Purpose 

5 points: All 5 topics (Purpose, Summary of Provisions, Justification, Fiscal Implications, and Effective 
Date) are written in the bill each with a clearly distinguished justification or provision of each 
topic. All topics are clearly organized and written correctly in the proper bill format with 
miniscule or no errors. There are also little to no spelling or grammatical errors 

4 points: All 5 topics (Purpose, Summary of Provisions, Justification, Fiscal Implications, and Effective 
Date) are written in the bill with a clearly understood provision or justification of each topic. 
However there may be little or some disorganization in writing the topics in the correct format, 
with a few errors. There may also be various spelling or grammatical mistakes.  

3 points: There may be one topic missing from the bill. The bill may be written in the improper format 
with topics out of place or order. The bill also has disorganized errors as well as various 
spelling or grammatical errors. 

2 points: There may be 1 or 2 topics missing from the bill with little description for each topic. The bill 
is in improper format with disorganization and errors evident, while there are multiple spelling 
errors. 

1 point: There may be multiple topics missing or with little to no description or justification for each 
topic while format be completely out of place or disorganized. 

Criteria 2 – Evidence of Preparation 
5 points: Bill sponsors are able to provide a necessary and informative answer to all technical questions 

demonstrating an extreme depth of knowledge on all aspects of the topic. Authors present the 
bill with clear organization and with an understandable or intriguing demeanor and behavior 
that quickly engages the other delegates in debate and discussion. 

4 points: The Bill sponsors are able to provide a necessary or informative answer to almost all technical 
questions. The Authors present the bill with organization and an intriguing demeanor and an 
attention grabbing behavior that engages the other delegates.  

3 points: The bill sponsors are able to provide solid answers to almost all questions with some error or 
hesitation with some difficulty.  The bill sponsors present with a demeanor or behavior that 
may be intriguing to the other delegates but may not be to other delegates.  

2 points: The sponsors aren’t able to provide an informative answer to all technical questions or do so 
with difficulty or hesitation. The authors may present difficulty speaking to a public in order 
to get their knowledge of the topic across due to inability or absence of knowledge of the 
topic. 

1 point: Authors clearly do not have a necessary knowledge of the topic and aren’t able to present with 
an intriguing demeanor. Technical questions may not be answered or presented as well as 
opening remarks or closing summations.  

Criteria 3 – Importance to the State 
5 points: Bill topic or issue explained is extraordinarily essential in connection to the current issues 

New York Faces in the present day and must be presented and debated upon to bring about 
the most positive change in the state. 

4 points: Bill topic or issue explained is essential but other issues the New York has may surpass the 
specific the importance of the concern of the bill. 

3 point: Bill topic would be beneficial to New York State at the time, but is not that essential to bring 
about the most change in the state government. 

2 points: The Bill topic is not that important but is still a concern of the people in NYS and will bring 
about some change in the NYS government. 

1 point: Bill topic is not related to current issues facing NYS and is irrelevant to the importance of NYS 
and the change within the current status of the state. 
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SAMPLE 

Criteria 4– Feasibility 
5 points: The bill topic will be extremely able to be enforced or carried out once passed. Its ability to 

pass and to be executed is undeniably unproblematic.  
4 points: The bill topic will be able to be enforced and carried out but there may be minimal possibilities 

of difficulty to pass or be executed in the future.  
3 points: The bill might have the ability to pass but there may be various difficulties to enforce its 

purpose upon its passage in the future.  
2 points: The bill does not have the ability to pass or to be enforced due to some complications or 

difficulties from the possible turnout of the bills implications. 
1 point: The bill topic would be extremely difficult to carry out and to enforce to make its concern for 

the state in the future and would not work. 

Criteria 5 – Debatability 
5 points: The bill topic sparked incredible debate where motions were carried out to extend debate or 

to continue discussion. There were no moments where not a placard was raised. The issue 
addressed can clearly relate to both opposing positions on the issue of the bill. There are an 
equal number of different standpoints on the issue addressed. 

4 points: The bill topic has active, engaged debate from members of the Committee, with many 
volunteers to speak on both sides. The issue addressed can clearly relate to multiple opposing 
positions on the issue of the bill.  

3 points: The bill topic has little debate due to the weighted standpoints of on the issue. The bill may 
only address a certain aspect of the law which may either hinder the people to entirely agree 
with the bill or entirely disagree resulting in a weighted standpoint debate. 

2 point: The bill topic has little to no debate due to the weighted standpoints of on the issue. The bill 
may only address a certain aspect of the law which may either hinder the people to entirely 
agree with the bill or entirely disagree resulting in a weighted standpoint debate.  Chairs had 
to encourage debate 

1 points: The bill topic is not debatable at all and should either be instantly passed, or instantly failed 
depending on the consensus of the legislative chamber due to the issue that may be addressed. 
Or the topic may not hinder debate for any reason pertaining to importance, presentation, or 
feasibility.  

NEW YORK STATE YMCA YOUTH & GOVERNMENT 
Ranking of Bills 

Bill Number: _____________________________ 

After the Bill Sponsor’s presentation in Committees, 
Please rank this Bill according to the following:  
• Ranking is on a scale from 1-5 for each category  

(1= bad, 3= good/average, 5= excellent). 
• Each Bill Group will receive ONE ranking sheet. 
• Bill sponsors will NOT rank their own bill.  
• Refer to the Bill Ranking Rubric for  

details on each criteria 

Criteria  Score 
Communication of Purpose   (1-5)  
Evidence of Preparation         (1-5)  
Importance to the State         (1-5)  
Feasibility                             (1-5)  
Debatability                           (1-5)  

TOTAL SCORE (5-25):  (Total Here) 
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Bill
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n of Purpose
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Preparation

Importance to 
the State Feasability Debatability Total

Bill Ranking Worksheet

Notes
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Youth and Government Veto Override Script 

Chair: Will the bill sponsors for bill # please come forward? 

Chair: Will the Clerk please read the An Act to 

Chair: The designated cabinet member can come forward. You will have one minute to give an 

explanation as to why the bill was vetoed and you may begin when ready. 

Chair: Thank you cabinet member. Seeing that the time for the cabinet member has elapsed we 

will move into a period of opening statements. The bill sponsors have 1 minute to prove why the 

veto should be overturned. Bill sponsors you may begin when ready.  

Chair: Thank you bill sponsors. Now that the time for opening statements have elapsed, we will 

now move into a period of con/pro debate. (1 pro and 1 con) 

Chair: Is there a pro statement on the floor? 

Chair: Is there a con statement on the floor? 

Chair: Thank you. Now that the time for con/pro debate has elapsed we will move into a period 

of voting.  

Chair: All those in favor of the override of the veto please raise your placard and say aye (I) in 

your normal speaking voice. All those in opposition of the override please raise your placard and 

say nay in your normal speaking voice.  

Chair: (If the Veto is overridden) Due to the consensus of the chamber this veto has been 

overridden and will be signed in law. 

Chair: (If the Veto Stands) Due to the consensus of the chamber, this veto stands 
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PROCEDURE FOR VETO OVERRIDES 

When bills are passed in chambers they go through the Governor’s Cabinet. In this process, the 

Governor has the option to sign or veto a bill. In the event that a bill is vetoed, any delegate may move to 

make a motion in chambers to override it. The chair will then ask if the bill sponsors second the motion.  

What does this mean exactly? 

• Overrides can occur at anytime in any chamber, but there must be a motion made by a delegate in

order to occur.

When making a motion to override a veto, the sponsors have the opportunity to re-present their bill in 

chambers and have it automatically passed into law, but according to special procedures.  

• Before the bill sponsors present again, the Presiding Officer will ask if there are any cabinet

members present thus leading to a cabinet member being allotted one minute to deliver an

explanation as to why the bill was vetoed.

• In lieu of having four minutes for opening statement and closing summation, the sponsors will only

have one minute for an opening with no closing summation.

• Debate is also altered in this matter as well.

o In this scenario, debate only lasts for the duration of three con statements and two pro

statements
o No technical questions can be asked.

How do the chairs tell if the veto stands or is overridden? 

When a veto override occurs, the bill will need two-thirds (2/3) of the chambers vote to have the veto 

overridden. 

• In order to determine if the override stands or not, the Presiding Officer will count the total number

of the delegates in the chamber and multiply it by two-thirds.

• The number that the Presiding Officer gets after doing that equals the number of votes that are

needed for the bill to pass.

• If the votes don’t add up or surpass to that number than the override stands and the bill remains

vetoed.

What happens in chambers during a veto override? 

All individuals that are not delegated to that chamber (i.e. Lobbyists, Advisors, Press etc.) will be asked to 

remove themselves from the floor when time for voting occurs.  

1) A designated Cabinet Member will deliver a brief one minute explanation as to why the bill was

vetoed. (ex: if the bill topic was under education, the Commissioner of Education would deliver the

explanation.)

2) After the cabinet member speaks, it is now time for the bill sponsors to give a final opening

statement to prove why their bill should pass and will only have one minute to do so.

3) Now that opening statements has elapsed, the chamber will then move into a period of con/pro

debate, lasting only three cons and two pros.

4) When the period for debate has ended, the chamber will move into a period of voting.

At the time of voting, the Presiding Officer will ask all delegates in favor of the bill to stand and will count 

and record the number of delegates in favor, and will do the same for those who oppose.  

• If the veto is overridden the Presiding Officer will announce, “Due to the consensus of the chamber

this veto has been overridden.” And the bill will be signed.

• If it is not, the Presiding Officer will say, “Due to the consensus of the chamber, this veto stands.”

And the bill will remain in its vetoed state.

**All rules that are applied during usual chamber sessions are also applicable during veto overrides. 
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Assembly  
Excelsior 

Jibran Akaloo,  

Speaker of Assembly Excelsior 
Committee Chairs 

Lydia Phelps Assembly Excelsior 1 

Riley Huck Assembly Excelsior 1 

Arabella  O’Reilly Assembly Excelsior 2 

Sophie Valentine Assembly Excelsior 2 

Logan Slawson Assembly Excelsior 3 

Brynn  Loomis  Assembly Excelsior 4 
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NEW YORK STATE LEGISLATIVE PROCESS GLOSSARY OF FREQUENTLY USED PHRASES 

From The Association of the Bar of the City of New York-http://www.nycbar.org/ 

Not all of these terms will be used in the YMCA Model Legislature, but each plays a role in the New York Legislative process. 

Amendment  

A bill can be amended as many times as necessary at any time during the legislative process. When a bill is amended a letter is 

added to the end of the bill number.  The first amendment is referred to as the “A” version of the bill; the second amendment is 

referred to as the “B” version of the bill, and so on (i.e. A.1234-A, A.1234-B, A.1234-C, etc.).  

Approval memo   

Memo attached to a bill that has been signed by the Governor explaining why he/she approved the bill. Approval memos are not 

required. If written, approval memos are included in a bill jacket and become a part of the bill’s legislative history. (See also 

‘Disapproval memo’)  

Article 7  

Article of the New York State Constitution governing the State’s finances and budget. “Article 7 bills” are non-appropriation 

pieces of legislation which are intended to amend existing state laws governing programs and revenues.    

Bill jacket   

Includes the legislative history of a bill that has been enacted into law or vetoed by the Governor.  Bill jackets include the bill, 

the bill’s sponsor memo, approval or disapproval memos, financial analysis (if necessary) and any other memos, letters or 

comments that were submitted to the Governor’s office regarding the bill. This would include comments by other agencies, 

organizations, or individuals.  A bill jacket is an excellent resource when doing research on an issue and can be accessed through 

the New York State Library or by contacting the Legislative Secretary to the Governor's Counsel (for bills from the current year). 

Calendar or Reading calendar  

Once a bill has been considered by all necessary committees and favorably reported, it is placed on the calendar.  Bills must ‘age’ 

for three consecutive legislative session days before it can be voted on by the house.  This rule is intended to provide legislators 

sufficient time to read and consider legislation before acting on it.  A bill will automatically move from its first to second reading 

calendar; it will then be placed on the third reading calendar, where it can remain indefinitely if no further action is taken.  If it 

is decided that a bill should move to the floor for a vote, then it will appear on the ‘Debate List’ in the Assembly and/or the 

‘Active List’ in the Senate.  A bill can bypass the three-day reading rule with a Message of Necessity issued by the Governor.    

Chapter number   

Number assigned a bill once it has been signed into law by the Governor.  Chapter numbers are assigned in numerical order as 

bills are signed and are specific to the year in which the bill was enacted. Knowing a bill’s chapter number is helpful when 

searching for legislation enacted in past years (i.e. Chapter 1 of 2012).  

Delivered to Governor  

After passing both houses of the Legislature, bills will be delivered to the Governor. During the legislative session, the Governor 

has 10 days to sign or veto bills once they’ve been transmitted. This time period does not include Sundays, but does include 

legal holidays. If the Governor does not act on the bill within the 10 day period, the bill automatically becomes law.  When a bill 

is delivered to the Governor after the Legislature has formally adjourned sine die (the final adjournment of a legislative session 

year), the Governor has 30 days (including Sundays and including legal holidays) to sign a bill or it will be automatically vetoed 

upon expiration of the time period.  No veto message from the Governor is required if this happens.  

Disapproval memo   

Memo attached to a bill vetoed by the Governor laying out the reasons for disapproving the bill. All bills that are vetoed are 

accompanied by a disapproval memo, which is included in the bill jacket and becomes part of the bill’s legislative history. (See 

also ‘Approval memo’)  

Enacting clause stricken  

When the main sponsor of a bill removes their support for the bill and the title has been deleted.  Bill is considered dead unless 

another legislator decides to sponsor the bill.  

185



Held for consideration  

When a bill is placed on a "hold" agenda in a committee. A committee can vote to favorably, unfavorably or to hold a bill when it 

comes up for a vote.  The bill is still able to be placed on an active agenda at any time.  This action is usually taken when a 

committee does not want to disapprove a bill but feels further study is needed or there are amendments that should be made 

before the bill progresses.    

Laid aside  

When a bill's sponsor or the Temporary President in the Senate does not want a vote to be taken on a bill.  Bills that are laid 

aside retain their place in the regular order of business until called for a debate.  Unlike bills that are starred on calendar, bills 

that are laid aside can be voted on the same day it is laid aside if the sponsor or Temporary President of the Senate so chooses. 

(See also ‘Starred on Calendar’)  Legislative term / session  

A legislative term is the two-year period during which a bill can remain active. Each term starts the January of an odd-numbered 

year, after the legislative election, and consists of two legislative sessions (running from roughly January through June).  Bills 

introduced in the first session that are not signed into law will retain their bill number and be automatically introduced in the 

second session.  After this two-year period a new legislative term begins and all bills not enacted into law will have to be 

reintroduced and obtain new bill numbers before they can be considered by the legislature. This is done by bill sponsors as a 

matter of course.  

Message of necessity   

Method by which the Governor can bypass the three-day bill aging process (or calendar readings) and call for an immediate vote 

on a bill.  A message of necessity must lay out why an immediate vote is required and must be approved by a majority of members 

in the house where it is being requested.   

Motion for reconsideration   

Method by which a legislator can have a bill, resolution, message, report, amendment, nomination or motion reconsidered and 

voted on again. This can be done for matters before the house or for bills which have been vetoed by the Governor.  In the case 

of bills vetoed by the Governor, a ⅔ majority of members in each house must vote in favor of the bill in order to overturn the 

veto and enact the legislation.   

Ranking member (or ‘ranker’)  Highest ranking minority party member of a committee.  

Referred  

The date on which a bill is given to a particular committee for consideration.  All bills are referred to a committee upon 

introduction; bills can be referred to other committees at the request of that committee or if the bill’s subject covers multiple 

committees.  A bill does not have to be voted on by a committee in order for it to be referred to another committee.  

Reported  

The date on which a bill is placed on a floor calendar to be considered for a house vote, or the date on which a bill is sent to 

another committee for further consideration.  For example, when reading a bill’s status: “reported, referred to Rules”.  

Starred on calendar  

A bill that is on the reading calendar can be ‘starred’ by its sponsor and all further action on the bill is suspended until the star 

is removed, although the bill retains its place on the calendar.  Other than for the purpose of amendment or recommitted, a star 

can’t be removed from a bill until one day after the request was made.  A bill will be automatically starred if it is laid aside by 

its sponsor on five consecutive days in the Senate or three consecutive days in the Assembly.    

State of the State   

Held on the “first Wednesday after the first Monday in January”.  Kicks off the official start to session.  Governor lays out his/her 

agenda for the year.  

Substitution of bills   

Process for ensuring that a bill is identical in each house of the legislature before it is passed by both houses.  Bills cannot be 

sent to the Governor until the identical version has passed both houses.  A bill is typically substituted for when it is on the 

calendar in one house and its same-as partner has already passed the other house.  A motion for substitution must be approved 

by a majority vote of the house.   

SOURCES  

Rules of the Assembly - http://assembly.state.ny.us/Rules/   

Rules of the Senate - http://legislation.nysenate.gov/pdf/bills/2017/R4   

New York State Constitution - https://www.dos.ny.gov/info/constitution.htm   
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How a bill becomes a law 
From The New York State Senate https://www.nysenate.gov/how-bill-becomes-law 

The job of the Senate is to work with the Assembly and the Governor to enact, amend or repeal statutes 

which make up the body of laws by which we are governed. This involves drafting, discussing and approving 

bills and resolutions. The text shows the process in a simplified progression from "Idea" to "Law." At any step 

in the process, citizens can make their views known to NY State Senators. 

Step 1: Someone has a new policy idea 

The legislative process begins with a new policy idea. Senators often come up with those ideas, however they 

come from many other places such as a senator's constituents, an organization that calling for a new law, or 

a State official. Regardless of the source, this idea serves as the starting point for any new bill or law. 

Step 2: Idea is drafted into a Bill 

Once an idea for a new law has been settled on, it must be drafted as a bill before it can be considered by the 

Senate. A bill is a set of instructions for changing the language of the laws of New York. Bill drafting requires 

a specialized legal training, and it is usually carried out by the staff of New York State's Legislative Bill 

Drafting Commission. Sometimes, an interest group may have its own 

attorneys draft a bill, and lawyers working in state agencies and the executive branch often submit their 

ideas for legislation in bill form. 

Step 3: Bill undergoes committee process 

Introduction 

The first step in the committee process is to introduce a bill into a committee. Bills are generally only 

introduced only by legislators or by standing committees of the Senate and Assembly. The only exception is 

the Executive Budget, which is submitted directly by the Governor. 

On introduction in the Senate, a bill goes to the Introduction and Revision Office, given a number, and sent to 

the appropriate standing committee. 

Committee Action 

Members of Standing Committees evaluate bills and decide whether to "report" them (send them) to the 

Senate floor for a final decision by the full membership. A committee agenda is issued each week listing the 

bills and issues each Senate committee will handle the following week. 

Committees often hold public hearings on bills to gather the widest possible range of opinion.  Citizens can 

share their opinion on a proposed bill with their Senate representative for relay to the committee members. 

The committee system acts as a funnel through which the large number of bills introduced each session must 

pass before they can be considered. The system also acts as a sieve to sift out undesirable or unworkable 

ideas.  After consideration, the committee may report the bill to the full Senate for consideration, it may 

amend the bill, or it may reject it. 

Step 4: Senate and Assembly Pass Bill 
After explanation, discussion or debate, a vote is taken. If a majority of the Senators approves, the bill is 

sent to the Assembly. It is referred to a committee for discussion, and if approved there, it goes to the full 

membership for a vote. 

If the bill is approved in the Assembly without amendment, it goes on to the Governor. However, if it is 

changed, it is returned to the Senate for concurrence in the amendments. 

(The reverse procedure is followed if the Assembly first passes a bill identical to a Senate measure or if the 

Senate amends an Assembly bill.) 

Step 5: Bill is signed by Governor 
While the Legislature is in session, the Governor has 10 days (not counting Sundays) to sign or veto bills 

passed by both houses. Signed bills become law; vetoed bills do not. However, the Governor's failure to sign 

or veto a bill within the 10-day period means that it becomes law automatically. Vetoed bills are returned to 

the house that first passed them, together with a statement of the reason for their disapproval. A vetoed bill 

can become law if two-thirds of the members of each house vote to override the Governor's veto.  If a bill is 

sent to the Governor when the Legislature is out of session, the rules are a bit different. At such times, the 

Governor has 30 days in which to make a decision, and failure to act ("pocket veto") has the same effect as a 

veto. 
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2025 Service Learning Project:
Social Responsibility

In the past, Lieutenant Governor candidates have run on the platform of a specific project.
Starting this year, Lt. Governors will now run with the platform of one of the YMCA’s areas of

focus: 

Social Responsibility, Healthy Living, and Youth Development. 

This year’s focus is on social responsibility.
Designed and implemented by former Lieutenant Governor Mathew Reis, our Service

Learning Project is far more encompassing than ever, 

accumulating over 2,400 service hours, more than any previous SLP. 

Service-community liaisons
In supporting the project, service-community liaisons from each school met with the Lt. Governor throughout

the year while acting as a delegate contact for that school, Y, or other program. They facilitate “learning hours”
and helped to collect and count community service hours.

Learning
While service is the main component of the service-learning project, learning is too often overlooked. Learning

hours, throughout the year, were earned in person, zoom, and through self-paced classes. Learning areas
included topics relating to public speaking, college readiness, servant leadership and more.

Delegates who have completed 15 hours of service and 2 hours of learning receive a
pin. Delegates who have demonstrated outstanding service have the chance to

receive a Service Award.

Servant Leader pin
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Service Awards
Lt. Governor's Excelsior Service Award: This award is  given to student with most service hours documented.

Empire Exemplary Service Award: This award is given to a Service-Community liaison for outstanding service 
and leadership. 

Core Values Servant Leadership Award: This award is  given to a student who does exemplary service in the 
Lt Governors Area of Focus. 

Stronger Community Service Award: This award is given to to the School/YMCA that has the most service 
hours(will be done by ratio)
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Judicial Program 

Francis Fokoue-Nkoutche, Chief Justice 
Violet Yau, Attorney-General 

Charis Choi, Public Defender 

Justices

Bee Indursky 

Ben Battistini 

Liv Amador 

Allison Gutierrez  

AvaLynn Furman 

Berline  Francois  

Daniel Appel 

Delajla Gacevic 

Emirhan  Birben 

Gabbie Santaella 

Grace Dell’Accio  

Kaelynne Driscoll 

Kaiva Atkinson 

Kayleen Yi 

Lily Secor  

Lucy Wright 

Mackenzie Hackett 

Malachi Stauring 

Mariela Reyes Cabrera 

Matthew Danielsen 

Maya Roldan 

Nina Vasquez 

Reanna Patel 

Reese Quinlan 

Savannah Latendresse 

Shanel  Carty 

Sunny Park 

Thomas Steele 

Tressa Sullivan 

Vivi Nguyen 

Wanjiku Waweru
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Marwa Jaan and Tony Breeze were in a custody dispute over Marwa’s daughter,
Habiba, after their marriage began to collapse.

Tony had previously been involved in a fraudulent cryptocurrency scheme
(“BreezeCoin”), which brought financial and legal instability to the family.

Both parents sought full custody, each arguing the other was unfit to raise Habiba.

Background

The day before the custody hearing, Marwa told Habiba what to say to the judge,
raising concerns about possible coaching.

Under New York bill AF #65, the judge removed both parents from the courtroom to
question Habiba privately about her living situation.

Because the parents were excluded, they could not hear or challenge what Habiba
said during the questioning.

1st Proceeding

The court ultimately awarded custody to Tony Breeze.

After the ruling, Habiba reportedly struggled emotionally while living with Tony, raising
concerns about whether the court had enough reliable information when making the

decision.

Marwa’s attorney argued this violates procedural due process because the parents
cannot hear or challenge the child’s testimony.

The Appeal

AGPD CASE
State of New York

v.
Marwa Jaan

Did sequestration under Bill #65 violate Marwa Jaan’s Fourteenth
Amendment due process rights?
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Sequestration:
A court procedure where the judge removes the parents from the courtroom so the child
can speak privately, intended to reduce pressure or influence from the parents.

AF #65:
A New York law that allows judges in custody cases to remove parents from the room
while a child testifies, so the child can speak freely about their living situation and safety.

Erroneous Deprivation:
The risk is that a parent could wrongly lose custody or parental rights because they
cannot hear, challenge, or respond to what the child says during the private testimony.

Due Process:
The Fourteenth Amendment guarantees that the government must use fair procedures
before depriving someone of life, liberty, or property, including fair hearings in custody
cases.

Fundamental Interest:
A parent’s constitutional liberty interest in the care, custody, and control of their child,
which courts recognize as a highly protected right.

KEY DEFINITIONS

ATTORNEY GENERAL PUBLIC DEFENDER
Representing the State of New York Representing Marwa Jaan

MAIN ARGUMENTS MAIN ARGUMENTS
Bill #65 protects children by
allowing them to speak honestly
without pressure from parents.
Sequestration helps judges make
better custody decisions in the
child’s best interests.
The procedure does not violate due
process because the court is still
following lawful custody
procedures.

Sequestration violated her due
process rights by removing her
from part of the hearing.
She could not hear or challenge her
child’s statements to the judge.
This created a risk of an unfair
custody decision affecting her
fundamental parental rights.
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A YMCA employee is dead. Joe Piccolo worked for the YMCA and was on his
scheduled vacation week when he was approached by two coworkers, Ailish

McDonnell and Meghan Loftus, and asked to help with a YMCA field trip to the United
Nations.

Joe Piccolo had been scheduled for a vacation day but told Meghan Loftus he needed
to run a quick personal errand and would consider helping chaperone the trip

afterward.

Background

When asked about the nature of his personal errand, Joe stated that Gucci was having
a once-in-a-lifetime sale on new watches.

Later, while talking to MacDonnall, she suggested Joe pick up a U.N. guide if he plans
on helping out with the trip.

. On April 25th, Joe Piccolo was hit by a car and found dead right in between the
Gucci store and the United Nations Bookstore, wearing a Gucci watch and a light

blue bag, which may have contained the U.N. guide from the store.

Events leading up to incident

However, Piccolo's body was then robbed, and the contents of the blue bag are
unknown.

This is a case exploring workers' compensation. The Workers Compensation Law
Section 21 States that an “unwitnessed death that occurs in the course of employment

is presumed to arise out of the employment absent substantial evidence to the
contrary.”

Proceeding

CASE A
Joe Piccolo’s Estate

v.
The YMCA

Did Joe Piccolo carry out his working duties at the time of his death?
If he were, then compensation is eligible, and if he were not, then it

is not.
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A University at Buffalo student is at the bottom of a sinkhole!

Joe DePadilla had a habit of spray-painting messages around Buffalo, including a
warning beside a triangular sidewalk crack reading "Beware of Crack, it is

dangerous." The city removed the tag.

Later, snow buried the crack entirely while the ground beneath it eroded.

Background

Joe stepped on it, fell thirty feet into the sewage system, broke both legs, and spent six
hours submerged in raw sewage. Joe sued for negligence.

The city moved for summary judgment, arguing that there was not enough present
evidence to raise a triable issue of fact since they never received the written notice

required under Buffalo City Charter Article 20, Section 362.

Judge Ortega agreed and dismissed the case.

1st Proceeding

Joe appeals on three grounds: 1. the removed spray-paint tag constituted formal
notice; 2. nearby potholes which had previously collapsed into the sewage system

gave the city constructive notice; 3. the city affirmatively caused the hazard

a City Engineer confirmed that discounted asphalt from a prior resurfacing project
accelerated the erosion, and the city's failure to clear snow concealed the danger it

helped create, triggering the affirmative negligence exception to the notice
requirement

The Appeal

CASE B
Joseph DePadilla

v.
The City of Buffalo

Is there enough evidence to go to trial, allowing Joe to get his day in
court?
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A half kilogram of heroin is sitting in a Tupperware container. Gabriel Stellato claims
that he was trying to return a forgotten backpack to a friend in Washington.

Background

It started with a tip: a woman at Rochester International Airport approached Officer
Katie Boardman, a 20-year veteran officer, reporting two "Muslim people," one

carrying a bulky backpack.

Boardman located Stellato and Khadija Saad in the security line, noting Stellato's
excessive sweating and the backpack's hard, bulky outline.

A TSA bulletin that morning warned of a potential Washington-bound hijacking.
Boardman overheard the two joking about removing Trump, watched Stellato pat his
backpack, and waited for TSA to flag him, which they didn't, possibly distracted by a

separate confrontation with Saad over a misspelled name.

Events leading up to incident

After clearing security, Stellato clutched his stomach, tightened his bag, looked around
panicked, and ran. Boardman gave chase.

Judge Carroll suppressed the heroin finding, stating that it was the result of an
unjustified pursuit and seizure that was not backed by reasonable suspicion.

Proceeding

CASE C
State of New York

v.
Gabriel Stellato

Did Officer Boardman have reasonable suspicion to motivate her
chase and search of Gabriel Stellato?

Stellato ran into a bathroom and vomited. Boardman searched his bag and found
1/2kg of heroin.
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Judicial Review 

The judicial branch is meant to model actual appellate trials. In appellate law, a appeals the 

decision of a lower court meaning they disagreed with the legal basis of the decision. In 

appellate law, there are no witnesses and the  justices are allowed to ask questions about any 

relevant matters in order to make a fully informed decision. The attorneys must center their 

argument around case law and precedents and have 15 minutes total to present their 

argument, divided into an opening and a closing. Throughout their argument, the attorneys will 

be interrupted and questioned by the panel of justices so the justices can further inquire about 

something, usually a point not being addressed, a precedent which they wish to draw the 

attorney’s argument to, or anything else within the bounds of the case. 

Judicial Procedure 

1. Justices enter the courtroom and introduce themselves.

2. Appellant opener: “May I proceed?” Justice: “You may.” “May it please the court. My

name is___ and I am representing ___ in the case _____.” Begin with a short summary

of the facts, during which a justice will tell you to proceed with your argument.

3. Respondent opener proceeds with the same formalities.

4. Appellant closer begins with “May I Proceed?” then begins once the justices give

permission. The Appellant closer ends with their relief: a final respectful request for the

decision of the lower court to be overturned.

5. Respondent closer follows the same procedure. The Respondent closer ends with their

relief: a final respectful request for the decision of the lower court to be upheld.

6. The justices congratulate the attorneys and leave the room to begin deliberations to

decide who won and why. The justices write their decisions and read them aloud on

Sunday morning.
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Judicial Review Glossary 

● Appellant ​: ​the party appealing the decision of the lower court, represented by Public

Defender Holden Voelger.

● Respondent​: ​the party that prevailed in the decision of the lower court, represented by

Attorney General Jenny Le.

● Precedent/Case law​:​ important legal standards set in previous cases which applies to

the present case. 

● Narrowly tailored ​:​ to carefully draft laws or make policies to address a specific objective

without affecting other rights.

● Compelling state interest ​:​ a clear and present issue which undeniably requires

addressments; in this case, protecting children from gang affiliation.

● Freedom of Association​: ​Freedom of association entails both the right to join or leave

groups voluntarily, the right of the group to take collective action to pursue the interests

of its members, and the right of an association to accept or decline membership.

● Legal time, place, and manner regulations ​:​ Limits that government can impose on the

occasion, location, and type of individual expression in some circumstances.

● 1st Amendment:​ ​the government shall not create laws which regulate an ​establishment

of religion​, prohibit the ​free exercise of religion​, or abridge the ​freedom of speech​, the

freedom of the press​, the ​right to peaceably assemble​, or the right to ​petition the

government​.
● 14th Amendment​: ​all persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to

the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States or of the State wherein they

reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or

immunities of the citizens of the United States; see due process rights.

● Due process rights​: ​guaranteed by the 14th Amendment, “nor shall any state deprive

any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any

person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.”

○ Substantive Due Process Rights​: ​having to do with the rights guaranteed under

the due process clause; e.g. life, liberty, property, etc.

○ Procedural Due Process Rights ​: ​having to do with the processes that determine

if due process rights are at stake; e.g. whether a hearing/trial is necessary.
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The YMCA Youth and Government program was developed at a time when some of the defining questions of the 20th century were 
being answered. In many ways, Youth and Government not only served as a mirror of society, but also as a window into advances in 
diversity, equality, youth rights, and public policy that youth legislators would approve decades before their elected counterparts. 

When youth legislator Barbara Striker called the Virginia YMCA Youth and Government Model General Assembly to order in April of 
1948, it was the first time in state history that a woman had presided over the legislature.  In 1949, Youth and Government 
delegates in Michigan elected Myron Wahls, an African American student from Detroit, as Youth Governor - over 40 years before the 
election of the first African American Governor since Reconstruction in 1990.  

The YMCA Youth and Government program has not just been a part of history – it has and continues to make it: 

George H. Gallup 
When Princeton University Professor John F. Sly became Chairman of the 
first National Youth and Government Sponsoring Committee, he recruited 
one of his colleagues, Dr. George H. Gallup, to serve with him.  

Dr. Gallup was the director of the American Institute for Public Opinion, 
and achieved notoriety for using his polling to accurately predict that 
Franklin Roosevelt would win the Presidency in 1936. The research firm 
that now bears his name, the Gallup Organization, has become one of the 
most recognized pollsters in the world.  

In addition to serving on Sly’s Committee, Dr. Gallup used his American 
Institute for Public Opinion to help the YMCA Youth and Government 
programs in New Jersey, Maryland, and Pennsylvania conduct State Public 
Opinion Polls like the New Jersey Public Opinion Poll seen at right. The 
youth legislators in each program conducted the polls themselves, and 
used the findings to select bill topics for their Assembly legislation that 
were relevant to the needs of their communities and states.  

Hawaiian Statehood 
While every state program of YMCA Youth and Government has its own unique origin story, the story of the Hawaii program 
began before Hawaii was even a state. The program was founded during Hawaii’s transition from territory to statehood in 
1950. While the actual Constitutional Convention for Hawaii was being held, 71 delegates from 53 Hi-Y and Tri-Hi-Y Clubs 
gathered for their own Model Constitutional Convention in the throne room of the Royal Iolani Palace. Their task was the same 

as the actual convention - to issue a constitution for the new state of Hawaii.  

Although they were gathered in a royal palace that embodied Hawaii’s monarchial past, 
their responsibility was to help transition Hawaii to representative democracy – a 
responsibility their generation would carry for years 
to come after the Model Constitutional Convention.  

A decade later, Hawaii elected Eric Shinseki from 
Kauai High School as Youth Governor in 1960. 
Shinseki, a retired four-star general, serves as 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for President Obama.  

The 26th Amendment 
At the 1968 Youth Governors Conference, President Lyndon B. Johnson surprised not only the Youth Governors but also the 
White House Press Corps when he chose the conference as the venue to announce his endorsement of the 26th Amendment 
to lower the national voting age to 18. President Johnson delivered the same message to Congress later that week, and sent 
each Youth Governor a copy of his speech along with a personal request that they support the amendment in their states. 

It was no coincidence that the President chose the Youth Governors 
Conference to make his announcement. The original sponsor of the 
House Resolution calling for the 26th amendment was Senator 
Jennings Randolph of West Virginia. Randolph was an avid YMCA 
Youth and Government supporter who had helped host the Youth 
Governors Conference for over a decade.  

At the 1971 Youth Governors Conference, 3 years to the day that President Johnson announced his 
endorsement, Senator Randolph was being honored for his service to the program when word came during 
the ceremony that Ohio had voted to become the 38th and final state needed to ratify the 26th Amendment. 
The Senator made the official announcement while accepting the award. 

After decades of YMCA Youth and Government bills passed by youth legislature to lower the voting age, high 
school seniors in the program were now able to vote for the first time in history. 

MAKING HISTORY 
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BY EACH GENERATION
The Story of YMCA Youth and Government
OUR STORY
When you share the story of Youth and Government,
many people will be surprised to hear that the Y is
home to one of the largest youth civic engagement and
model government programs in the world.

How did the Y – birthplace of basketball and home to
swimming lessons, fitness centers, summer camps, and
childcare – give rise to Youth and Government?

The answer lies in 3 key elements of YMCA history:

Boys Work
The YMCA was originally founded in 1844 as an
organization for young men at the start of their careers
(age 20 and older). As the Y expanded, so did demand 
from younger boys (ages 12-18) to join. Boys Work
Departments, administered by Boys Work Secretaries
(staff directors), were established to provide this new
generation with a space and voice in the Y movement.

Older Boys Conferences
As boys became an increasingly larger portion of YMCA
membership, Y leaders decided to give them their own
forums for sharing their Y experience with other boys.
These forums - Older Boys Conferences - grew into
some of the largest youth gatherings in the country.

Hi-Y (High School YMCAs)
The massive growth of Boys Work programs led many
participants to bring the Y to their schools, resulting in
the formation of High School YMCAs, or Hi-Y Clubs,
across the country. By the 1930’s, Hi-Y was one of the 
largest student organizations in the United States. The
transition to school-based YMCA clubs also brought
about the creation of Tri-Hi-Y – the girls version of Hi-
Y – and moved the Y away from its male-only roots.

OUR FOUNDER

In 1936, the stage was set for our founder, Clement A. “Pete”
Duran, Boys Work Secretary for the Albany YMCA in New
York, to bring together the 3 pieces of our story.

Boy leaders for the 1936 New York Older Boys Conference
wanted the results of their conference discussions to be
heard by “people who can do something about them.”

William H. Burger, New York State Boys Work Secretary and a
close colleague of Duran, described what happened next:

Pete and I were sitting in a car near the state capitol
talking about ideas for the Older Boys Conference. Pete
said, “how would it be if we held the conference in the
State Capitol and centered our program around citizenship
and the development of laws?”

“You would never get the capitol,” I replied. But he did.

Governor Herbert Lehman enthusiastically approved Duran’s
request, inviting Hi-Y Clubs to select representatives for the
Hi-Y Assembly at the Capitol. The rest, as they say, is history.

OUR MOTTO | Democracy must be learned by each generation
The motto of YMCA Youth and Government was adapted from a quote by Dr. Earle T. Hawkins, President of Towson State
Teachers College and first Chairman of the Maryland Youth and Government program: “Democracy is more than being
governed by a majority vote. It is a process in government that must be learned and earned by each succeeding generation.
Youth cannot inherit democracy. They achieve it as adults provide them opportunities and leadership.”
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The YMCA Youth and Government program was developed at a time when some of the defining questions of the 20th century were 
being answered. In many ways, Youth and Government not only served as a mirror of society, but also as a window into advances in 
diversity, equality, youth rights, and public policy that youth legislators would approve decades before their elected counterparts.

When youth legislator Barbara Striker called the Virginia YMCA Youth and Government Model General Assembly to order in April of
1948, it was the first time in state history that a woman had presided over the legislature.  In 1949, Youth and Government
delegates in Michigan elected Myron Wahls, an African American student from Detroit, as Youth Governor - over 40 years before the
election of the first African American Governor since Reconstruction in 1990.

The YMCA Youth and Government program has not just been a part of history – it has and continues to make it:

George H. Gallup
When Princeton University Professor John F. Sly became Chairman of the
first National Youth and Government Sponsoring Committee, he recruited 
one of his colleagues, Dr. George H. Gallup, to serve with him.

Dr. Gallup was the director of the American Institute for Public Opinion,
and achieved notoriety for using his polling to accurately predict that
Franklin Roosevelt would win the Presidency in 1936. The research firm
that now bears his name, the Gallup Organization, has become one of the
most recognized pollsters in the world.

In addition to serving on Sly’s Committee, Dr. Gallup used his American 
Institute for Public Opinion to help the YMCA Youth and Government
programs in New Jersey, Maryland, and Pennsylvania conduct State Public 
Opinion Polls like the New Jersey Public Opinion Poll seen at right. The 
youth legislators in each program conducted the polls themselves, and 
used the findings to select bill topics for their Assembly legislation that 
were relevant to the needs of their communities and states.

Hawaiian Statehood 
While every state program of YMCA Youth and Government has its own unique origin story, the story of the Hawaii program
began before Hawaii was even a state. The program was founded during Hawaii’s transition from territory to statehood in
1950. While the actual Constitutional Convention for Hawaii was being held, 71 delegates from 53 Hi-Y and Tri-Hi-Y Clubs 
gathered for their own Model Constitutional Convention in the throne room of the Royal Iolani Palace. Their task was the same 

as the actual convention - to issue a constitution for the new state of Hawaii.

Although they were gathered in a royal palace that embodied Hawaii’s monarchial past, 
their responsibility was to help transition Hawaii to representative democracy – a
responsibility their generation would carry for years 
to come after the Model Constitutional Convention.

A decade later, Hawaii elected Eric Shinseki from
Kauai High School as Youth Governor in 1960.
Shinseki, a retired four-star general, serves as 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for President Obama.

The 26th Amendment
At the 1968 Youth Governors Conference, President Lyndon B. Johnson surprised not only the Youth Governors but also the
White House Press Corps when he chose the conference as the venue to announce his endorsement of the 26th Amendment 
to lower the national voting age to 18. President Johnson delivered the same message to Congress later that week, and sent
each Youth Governor a copy of his speech along with a personal request that they support the amendment in their states.

It was no coincidence that the President chose the Youth Governors
Conference to make his announcement. The original sponsor of the
House Resolution calling for the 26th amendment was Senator
Jennings Randolph of West Virginia. Randolph was an avid YMCA 
Youth and Government supporter who had helped host the Youth 
Governors Conference for over a decade.

At the 1971 Youth Governors Conference, 3 years to the day that President Johnson announced his
endorsement, Senator Randolph was being honored for his service to the program when word came during 
the ceremony that Ohio had voted to become the 38th and final state needed to ratify the 26th Amendment.
The Senator made the official announcement while accepting the award.

After decades of YMCA Youth and Government bills passed by youth legislature to lower the voting age, high 
school seniors in the program were now able to vote for the first time in history. 

MAKING HISTORY
Historic Program Moments
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The Story of YMCA Youth and Government 
OUR STORY 
When you share the story of Youth and Government, 
many people will be surprised to hear that the Y is 
home to one of the largest youth civic engagement and 
model government programs in the world.  

How did the Y – birthplace of basketball and home to 
swimming lessons, fitness centers, summer camps, and 
childcare – give rise to Youth and Government?  

The answer lies in 3 key elements of YMCA history: 

Boys Work 
 

The YMCA was originally founded in 1844 as an 
organization for young men at the start of their careers 
(age 20 and older). As the Y expanded, so did demand 
from younger boys (ages 12-18) to join. Boys Work 
Departments, administered by Boys Work Secretaries 
(staff directors), were established to provide this new 
generation with a space and voice in the Y movement. 

Older Boys Conferences 
 

As boys became an increasingly larger portion of YMCA 
membership, Y leaders decided to give them their own 
forums for sharing their Y experience with other boys. 
These forums - Older Boys Conferences - grew into 
some of the largest youth gatherings in the country.  

Hi-Y (High School YMCAs) 
The massive growth of Boys Work programs led many 
participants to bring the Y to their schools, resulting in 
the formation of High School YMCAs, or Hi-Y Clubs, 
across the country. By the 1930’s, Hi-Y was one of the 
largest student organizations in the United States. The 
transition to school-based YMCA clubs also brought 
about the creation of Tri-Hi-Y – the girls version of Hi-
Y – and moved the Y away from its male-only roots.   

OUR FOUNDER 

In 1936, the stage was set for our founder, Clement A. “Pete” 
Duran, Boys Work Secretary for the Albany YMCA in New 
York, to bring together the 3 pieces of our story.  

Boy leaders for the 1936 New York Older Boys Conference 
wanted the results of their conference discussions to be 
heard by “people who can do something about them.” 

William H. Burger, New York State Boys Work Secretary and a 
close colleague of Duran, described what happened next: 

Pete and I were sitting in a car near the state capitol 
talking about ideas for the Older Boys Conference. Pete 
said, “how would it be if we held the conference in the 
State Capitol and centered our program around citizenship 
and the development of laws?” 

“You would never get the capitol,” I replied. But he did. 

Governor Herbert Lehman enthusiastically approved Duran’s 
request, inviting Hi-Y Clubs to select representatives for the 
Hi-Y Assembly at the Capitol. The rest, as they say, is history.   

 OUR MOTTO  |  Democracy must be learned by each generation 
The motto of YMCA Youth and Government was adapted from a quote by Dr. Earle T. Hawkins, President of Towson State 
Teachers College and first Chairman of the Maryland Youth and Government program: “Democracy is more than being 
governed by a majority vote. It is a process in government that must be learned and earned by each succeeding generation. 
Youth cannot inherit democracy. They achieve it as adults provide them opportunities and leadership.”   
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Joyce Chen Candidate for Governor 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: When 
I joined YAG, I never knew how deeply this program would shape who I am today. 
From practically curing my social anxiety to helping me develop my leadership skills, 
YAG gave me confidence, purpose, and the belief that my voice matters. In my first 
year of Youth and Government, I won the Outstanding Bill award. Last year, I 
received the Outstanding Debater award and served as a district chair and the 
Commissioner of Transportation in Cabinet, overseeing all 148 bills. This year, I 
served on the resource team for the Middle School Conference and was chosen as 

one of the two Youth Advocates for New York for the Youth Advocate Program, where I represent our state's youth 
by speaking with congressmen in Washington, D.C.. Outside of mock government, I practice advocacy by lobbying 
through Students for Climate Action, where I helped pass bills like the Accelerate Solar for Affordable Power Act, and 
through my internship at the NY Civil Liberties Union, which teaches teens skill-building in advocacy, organizing, and 
public speaking. All these experiences have prepared me to lead our delegation with the same dedication and 
effectiveness I've brought to every role I've undertaken. 
Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the office of Governor because Youth and Government gave me a voice 
when I desperately needed one. Consequently, I want to ensure that every delegate feels that same power throughout 
the year, not just during the conference. If elected Governor, I am more than excited to bring my experience and vision 
to make our program more connected. Part of this plan is showing delegates how impactful their voices can be. Not 
just in Youth and Government, but also in real legislation. My work with Students for Climate Action and the NYCLU 
Teen Project has shown me how powerful our voices can truly be, and as Governor, I would ensure that every delegate 
and attorney has an opportunity to voice their concerns to our real government. I will connect the NYS delegation 
with these types of youth groups, so Youth and Government would connect delegates with lobbying opportunities and 
legislative campaigns where their Youth and Government skills transition into tangible change. In addition to opening 
more opportunities for youth to voice their opinions, I believe many delegates are unaware of the incredible, life-
changing opportunities that stem from Youth and Government. Such programs include CONA, NJC, Y-Corps, and 
various scholarships. Information on how to apply or qualify for these programs and scholarships should be more 
transparent and available. To do this, I will maintain an updated resource hub that includes information on how to 
qualify for scholarships, different national and state programs, and opportunities for youth to participate in 
government. This program believed in a nervous and anxiety-ridden freshman three years ago. Now it's my turn to 
strengthen it for everyone who comes after. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  The typical 
leadership hierarchy commands control, with power trickling down from the leader to management and constituents. 
Servant leadership flips this triangle. By taking on the responsibility for prioritizing their needs over the leader's own 
ambitions, servant leadership is practiced. Being a servant leader creates a safe environment where all voices are 
heard and considered. It isn’t just about leading people but about being of service to people, regardless of who they 
are. These types of leaders work with and for the people, and I plan to incorporate this by constantly serving our 
delegates. I will implement this by ensuring that all delegates' and attorneys' voices are heard and taken seriously. I 
aspire to create a nurturing environment where all delegates can express their concerns about their bills or other 
issues outside of Youth and Government. Additionally, I was selected for Y-Corps in 2024-2025, where I practiced 
philanthropy by fundraising over $1,000 and completing over 50 hours of community service. Y-Corps is a service-
learning program that broadened my views on community service as our cohort moved from state to state, serving 
communities. This experience allowed me to view life from a different perspective, strengthening my servant-
leadership skills. As someone who has had difficulty expressing my voice, being elected to this position will give me 
the platform to help all delegates express theirs.
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Abby Halloran       Candidate for Governor 
Years in Youth and Government: 3 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: The 
first time I experienced a YAG conference was in eighth grade. To be honest, I was 
just excited because it would be my first overnight field-trip after COVID had 
canceled my fifth-grade trip to Boston. Now, 3 years later, I can proudly say my 
connection to this program has grown far beyond the idea of a school sleepover. 
YAG has presented me with the most wonderful experiences and genuine 
relationships that have fundamentally reshaped the way I understand my own 
capacity to catalyze change. This past year, I had the absolute privilege of serving 
as the president of my home delegation. I intentionally use the word privilege, as 
this role allowed me to learn from my peers and gain a greater appreciation for the 
responsibility leadership entails. Outside of YAG, I serve as Lieutenant Governor of 
Division 1 Key Club, supporting clubs on Long Island’s East End in their community 
service efforts. Additionally, I am the founder of the Westhampton Beach Voters of 
Tomorrow, which advocates for greater youth representation within the US political 
system. Taken together, these experiences have equipped me with a foundation in 
leadership that I will bring to the role of Youth Governor. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  From bill team meetings to forming friendships across the state, every individual I 
have encountered in YAG has profoundly changed me with their passion and commitment to advancing the hope for 
democracy. It is solely out of deep gratitude and respect for this program that I am seeking the position to serve as 
your next Youth Governor. I am fully committed to carrying forward YAG’s core values. I believe that the presiding 
officers set the tone for the entire conference, which is why I will dedicate every moment of my term to fostering an 
environment grounded in both empowerment and inclusivity. As Youth Governor, I will implement a statewide system 
of support in which experienced delegates can apply to mentor newer participants throughout the year leading up to 
the conference. I honor the guiding influence YAG has had on my life and will continue to do so as your Youth 
Governor. I cannot understate the positive impact YAG has had on my own confidence to call for change within my 
community, and would cherish the opportunity to continue this cycle of inspiration. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To practice 
servant leadership means ensuring that empathy shapes the way you lead and act, with the people’s interest at the 
center of every decision. As Youth Governor, I will ground my term in this approach, by consistently being accessible 
to every delegate through weekly office hours. I promise to serve as a reliable resource you can always call upon. 
Furthermore, as the conference continues to grow each year, this presents YAG with the opportunity to evolve and 
deepen its impact. With that being said, it is essential that this growth does not dilute the voices of our delegates. To 
address this, I envision a delegate advisory committee that meets to provide input on how to effectively preserve and 
elevate participation at the capital. I believe the deepest understanding of the YAG system comes from the delegates 
who experience it firsthand in every chamber and every debate. Above all, YAG has taught me about the incredible 
passion our generation brings forward in advocating for a unified future. It is because I so deeply value this program 
that I am eager to lead with the same passion and servant leadership YAG has instilled in me. Thank you.
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Layla Hanbali Candidate for Governor 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: My Youth and Government journey began in complete 
silence. As a shy freshman, I was so hesitant that I raised my placard 
only once during the entire conference. However, this program became 
the space where I found my voice, and my deep passion for the YAG 
program. Since that first year, my experience has been defined through 
various leadership roles, including serving as a committee chair, the VP 
of my delegation, and the 2026 Deputy Speaker of Assembly Freedom. 
Yet, the most impactful part of YAG has been the lifelong connections 
and friendships I have built, these delegates have become my second 
family and my some of my closest friends. Outside of YAG, I stay busy 
with a mix of leadership, sports, and my favorite hobbies. I am currently 
the President and founder of the Women’s Empowerment club, and I’m 
also an active member of our Student Government and our Student 
organization. I love making a difference, which is why I’m also working 
on projects in the Change Makers programs. When I’m not working on 
projects, I’m running as a three-season varsity athlete in Track. In my 
free time, I have an absolute love for reading, baking new treats and 
anything Fashion related. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the office of Governor because I want to give back to the YAG 
community after all its done for me. My goal is to shift the focus from just titles and competition back to the people 
who make this program special: the delegates. I want to lead a year where every student regardless of their 
experience level or how loud they are feels that their presence is genuinely valued and their ideas are heard. If 
selected, I offer more than just the leadership skills I've gained through my years; I offer a commitment to listen and a 
vision for a more inclusive environment. I want to ensure the 2027 conference is a space where everyone feels the 
same sense of acknowledgment and belonging that I did when I first joined. I believe that by focusing on community 
and supporting one another, we can change the program for the better. I am not running to lead the room; I am 
running to serve the delegates within it and make sure this is a year we all feel proud of. 

efine servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership to me is a type of leadership where you devote your power to serve the entire well being of the people 
rather than to your own benefit, by putting others first. As your Youth Governor, I plan to stay humble and focused 
on the basics. I believe that to be a truly effective leader is to be entirely in service to the people by listening to your 
concerns, answering your questions, and advocating for your needs. I will lead with transparency and a focus on 
collaborative problem-solving to ensure that every voice in our program is heard. My goal is to make sure the YAG 
conference is rewarding for everyone regardless of their role or experience level. Mahatma Gandhi once famously said, 
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” By dedicating my term to this core 
principle, I will ensure that every decision and action is for the greater good of the delegates. I am not running to be 
served; I am running to serve you. 
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Erin Chen       Candidate for Lt. Governor 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: Youth and Government has truly changed me these 
past few years. My first year as a timid freshman, I entered a new 
world of debating, public speaking, and presenting/writing a bill. In my 
second year, I had the honor of being a committee chair at state and 
my district conference, where my leadership skills started blossoming, 
as I had to learn parliamentary procedure for the first time and be a 
leadership figure to new delegates. I was also selected as part of the 
Middle School Resource Team this past November, which was an eye-
opening experience as I witnessed young minds debate with such 
passion and learned more about the behind-the-scenes of running a 

conference. At my home delegation, I helped delegates learn the process of bill-writing, debating, and parliamentary 
procedure. This year, I had the utmost pleasure to serve as your Deputy Speaker of Assembly Liberty. This role helped 
me become comfortable with public speaking, leading a chamber of 150 people, and working collaboratively with my 
fellow POs in working behind the scenes. All of these experiences have taught me to lead with compassion, 
responsibility, working collaboratively in a team, and a strong work ethic. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this office because it has been and continues to be such a powerful 
influence on me, and I want to improve and spread this influence to every delegate, reaching even to their 
communities. From helping young delegates find their voice and speak on relevant issues as part of the Middle School 
Resource Team, to co-leading a chamber and having the time-management and organization skills to finish all the bills 
in a timely manner as your Deputy Speaker of Assembly Liberty, Youth and Government enabled me to develop the 
skills needed to be your next Lieutenant Governor. Speaking of which, I will demonstrate and promote social 
responsibility through my service learning project that will focus on poverty, a persisting issue in New York State. 
With the help of my liaisons, coat drives will be organized within schools, providing support and advice to everybody 
involved. Additionally, I will promote volunteerism and making an impact within your community. I believe I possess 
the organizational skills and work ethic necessary to fulfill this role. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  In my eyes, 
servant leadership is where a leader prioritizes serving their team's needs first, focusing on their growth and well-
being, rather than their own power or status. Its key principles are having empathy for others, listening, and leading 
with compassion. I feel that I exemplify these qualities. Because I was part of the leadership at my home delegation, I 
took on the responsibility of mentoring students with presenting bills and parliamentary procedure. I kept in mind my 
own experiences as a new and scared delegate and channeled empathy into my role as their mentor. I put their needs 
before my own and helped them be the best they could. If elected as Lieutenant Governor, I plan to incorporate 
servant leadership by ensuring on-demand communication with my service learning liaisons and everyone else. By 
having regular zoom meetings, I will ensure that my liaisons’ concerns and ideas are heard. Reliable communication 
paves the way for consistent support and development, allowing everyone to grow and succeed.
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Lexi  Haas      Candidate for Lt. Governor 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: Hi everyone! This 
year is my third in Youth and Government. I’ve served two years as a committee chair, where I 
learned to step out of my shell, all while teaching others to do the same. This year I’m serving as 
the Commissioner of Family Assistance on the Governor’s cabinet. Last year I was awarded 
Outstanding Delegate and my bill made it to joint session. Outside of state conferences I’ve done 
quite a lot of extra activities with yag. Both this year and last year I was chosen for the local 
youth advocate program. In this program I spoke to Senators, Assemblymen and YMCA leaders 
about the YMCA’s Priorities and my personal experiences. I’ve also served as one of the Lt. Gov’s 
Service Learning Liaisons and will continue to do so this year. Furthering my community 
involvement, I partook in the Y-Corp service project. I raised $550 by hosting a volleyball 

tournament, challenging but formative. I've also had the privilege of attending the Conference On National Affairs (CONA). In 
addition to yag programs- I play as a setter and libero for both my school and club volleyball teams. I have acted as a 
captain on both teams and won the coaches award multiple years. I have also served on a virtual youth mental health board 
for the past 4 years. Last June, I attended the HOBY leadership seminar as well. In school I act as the Vice President of the 
Student Council and was President of my class. I spend much of my time with my school’s Interact club, helping run a “care 
closet” for clothes and necessities and hosting our biggest fundraiser, our annual book sale so that we can shop for families 
in need during the Holidays. The past 3 years, I have been in drama club and Women in Science Secretary, just to name a 
few. Finally, I've had internships for politicians who hold office currently. These include Dr. Dorcey Applyrs- the mayor of 
Albany, Assemblywoman Gabriella Romero and our state elected Lt. Governor, Antonio Delgado. 
Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year? I am seeking the office of Lieutenant Governor for two reasons: to share my love for this 
program and to ensure every person at this conference feels heard and supported. A program as incredible and unique as 
this one needs leadership that is going to give their all. I will be the person for you, leading with passion, commitment and 
adaptability. As a former committee chair, I understand the importance of structure, organization, and upholding the rules. 
While I am glad to have seen the conference through that lens, the role of Lieutenant Governor is unique. It not only allows 
for but encourages creativity, innovation, and thinking outside the box. This position is what you make of it, and I am ready 
to make it meaningful. I have consistently shown my dedication to this program and my willingness to learn, grow and most 
importantly lead with passion. When I say I am here to make the conference better for everyone, I truly mean it, everyone. 
Of course no one is perfect, I am going to make mistakes, we all are, but what we do with those mistakes is what really 
matters. When I hosted my own volleyball tournament, I quickly learned how many moving pieces go into making something 
successful, even having been a volleyball player for years, I had no idea. I learned just how crucial having a good and 
dedicated group behind the scenes is. We need leaders who are curious and unafraid of challenges that may come before 
them, someone willing to push the limits. Lucky for me I have the opportunity to be surrounded and mentored by countless 
inspiring people within this program. If something needs to be done, they seamlessly fill in the tiny gaps, making everything 
smoother. They’ve shown so much confidence in the program's potential and in my potential. Now, I’m more ready than ever 
to be that person for you all, helping you see in yourself what others see you. This program has been my everything and If I 
could continue to have that impact on others in this way, it would be the absolute biggest privilege and honor. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To me, servant 
leadership means having the determination and passion to consistently put others first. It means being willing to learn from 
others, especially the people you serve. Someone who is there to step up or step back depending on what is needed in a 
given situation. A servant leader isn’t someone who has unwavering confidence at all times but rather someone who stays 
true to themselves is even willing to step back when necessary. I’ve seen firsthand how small acts of kindness can make all 
the difference. Without leaders who genuinely care, no program can ever reach its full potential, no individual can ever reach 
their full potential. And that’s what this program is all about, stepping out of your comfort zone, learning just how much 
what you have to say truly matters. If leaders don’t facilitate that, they surely aren’t acting as a servant leader. The leaders 
of this program, and of our country, must hold one essential quality above all else: a sincere and unwavering commitment to 
the people they serve. Many of us entered this program with something to say, but not yet the courage to say it. Through 
compassionate leadership, I’ve found that confidence. And I hope to have the privilege to facilitate that for all of you. 
Servant leadership is about truly listening, adapting, learning and remaining authentic and genuine. A good servant leader 
isn’t always the smartest person in the room, but instead the most compassionate. They aren’t in leadership to control or 
impress others, but to lift people up. I run for this position as someone who sees potential in others and will work to bring 
it out, because I care, and because I want you all to succeed in this program and beyond
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AvaLynn Furman    Candidate for Attorney-General 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: Over the past two years, I've had the chance to serve as a 
justice in YAG. During my time as a justice, I've developed many skills that 
have allowed me to improve other programs, some of which are National 
Honor Society, JROTC, and the Mastic Fire Explorer Program. As a justice I’ve 
developed a higher level of patience, understanding of what it takes to be an 
effective leader, and critical thinking skills. During my years in JROTC and 
YAG, I've noticed many similarities between both programs, as they are both 
student-run programs that prepare students for the future. Therefore, I've 
applied lessons from JROTC to YAG. The most important lesson I learned was 
how to be an instructor. This allowed me to assist the other delegates in 

understanding their cases and tailoring my approach to fit each person. I've worked closely with many of them on a 
personal level, helping clarify issues they were experiencing with their casework. This has also helped further develop 
my critical thinking skills, as I've had to switch my mindset between the two sides of the argument, depending on 
which attorney I am helping. 
Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I wish to be your next Attorney General because I am extremely passionate about 
this program and believe I can make the greatest impact in this position. I am very invested in this program because it 
has helped me become the confident individual I am today and has taught me how to express myself properly. Without 
this program, I would not have ever met my friends, who have deeply motivated me to become the person I am today. 
When elected as Attorney General, I would aim to ensure that every delegate has the opportunity to make new friends 
across the state and experience all the great things this program has to offer. I would do this by creating more 
opportunities for delegates to meet one another through the pen pal program. The pen pal system would operate by 
including a link in the monthly newsletter that allows anyone interested to sign up, and they would then be assigned 
someone with similar interests with whom they might get along. I would also strive to establish a method of contact 
between myself and each district's local representatives to ensure that every delegate has a method to reach me and 
that they always have a voice within the program. I would do this by creating a Google Form that allows all delegates 
to ask anything on their mind that may be troubling them. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Two key 
components come together to define a servant leader. Firstly, there is the servant portion, which involves being a 
helping hand to all those you serve whenever they may need it. I have aided others in numerous ways, but the most 
important way I have given back is as an active member of the Mastic Fire Explorer Program. In this program, we, the 
juniors, learn how to be firefighters and participate in many different community-oriented events. One of the most 
recent events we participated in was our 100th-year anniversary parade, which featured many local stores and the 
Scouts of America. The second aspect is the leadership portion, which consists of setting an example for those under 
your guidance and preparing them to aspire to a leadership position of their own one day. I have acted as a leader 
through my time in the NJROTC program. Within this program, I hold the position of SEL (Senior Enlisted Leader), 
which means I am 3rd in command out of 110 cadets who are also in the program. As part of my job, I teach our 
cadets how to march properly. Under my guidance, our first-year Color Guard team placed second in their very first 
competition. I plan to incorporate this philosophy into my role as Attorney General by prioritizing the needs of the 
delegates and working closely with my fellow Public Defender and Chief Justice to ensure that the upcoming year of 
Youth and Government proceeds as smoothly as possible for all delegates. Some ways I would do this are by creating 
an anonymous forum where delegates can submit things they may be struggling with in whatever capacity, and I will 
do my best to aid them. I would also like to check in with the delegates periodically to ensure they are doing well and 
aren't struggling with anything. 
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Sunny Park     Candidate for Attorney-General 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: During my first year of Youth and Government, I 
participated as a legislative delegate and was able to experience the 
legislative branch. But when I decided to go to conference as a Judicial 
attorney last year, I fell in love with the Judicial procedure. My case 
partner and I won our case (Case B), and I even had the privilege of 
earning the best attorney award. Outside of Youth and Government, I 
am involved in several other extracurriculars. In order to spread 
awareness, I founded a Mental Health Awareness Club in my school, I 
am the president of the UNICEF club, and I play bassoon in concert 
band (as well as the alto saxophone for jazz band). I enjoy being 
active, so I run outdoor track & field in the spring, and I'm the captain 

of the girls varsity tennis team. In my spare time, i'm also an active member of the community- I work as a math tutor, 
and volunteer as a science fair mentor and youth group leader/Sunday school teacher. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am running for Public Defender because by taking a leadership position, I hope to 
be more involved in the judicial procedure and to be more of service to others in the program. If I have the honor of 
being selected for the officer position, I will strive to make the judicial experience as impactful as possible, and 
facilitate the formation of real connections between the attorneys/justices. Youth and Government is a program that 
assembles a diverse array of individuals from across the state, and it should be a place where students find 
inspiration/encouragement. Especially since the Judicial and Legislative conferences will be separate next year, turning 
the Judicial procedure into an experience that leaves a lasting impression will undoubtedly benefit the 
attorney/justices outside of YAG. To accomplish this, I will stress the significance of the Judicial procedure in regards 
to more applicable, real life issues (via a silly video/demonstration of a case ruling), and advocate for the 
incorporation of more interactive/socializing elements during conference (i.e. get-to-know-each other bingo games 
during mealtimes). 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To me, servant 
leadership is defined as acting as a conduit for the majority opinion and prioritizing collaboration over control. If 
elected into office, I will incorporate this ideal by exhibiting a welcoming/approachable character to form real 
connections within the YAG community. I will seek to identify common issues, as well as objects of discontent, 
amongst them, and strive for an environment in which all students are truly "seen." (whether it be through a survey, or 
personal interviews in collaboration with the Press). Moreover, I hope for the YAG community to become more close 
knit and involved in their communities by promoting/organizing group bonding exercises, in addition to activities that 
promote civic engagement.
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Lily Quinn      Candidate for Comptroller 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: For the past 
two years in this program I have found myself becoming more confident in who I am and 
continuously fueled by newfound passion.In regards to my achievements, my bill has been 
debated in joint session and passed both of my past years in this program. At last year’s 
conference, I had the opportunity to be a committee chair. Along with this, I received the 
award of Best Debater in my chamber which this year I am presiding over as your Speaker 
of Assembly Freedom. This past November, I had the privilege of attending the Middle 
School YAG conference as a part of the resource team. Through this experience I was able 
to work behind the scenes of the conference and see all the smaller mechanics work. This 
truly gave me a new perspective that will help me to better serve those around me.What I 

saw at the middle school conference was in simple terms, our future. Seeing the passion and love the rising 
generations of students have for this program was awe inspiring. Throughout my three years in this program I have 
gained great knowledge of bill writing and feasibility while always having a highly ranked bill. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the office of Comptroller because I want to expand the legacy of 
Youth and Government and facilitate its growth as we continue into the future. Currently, the Comptroller is a 
position you will find yourself wondering what it does, or how it works. As of right now, the Comptroller makes sure 
all bills are fiscally sound and feasible, giving them the seal of approval if they are. I plan to expand the position into 
the realm of teaching. More specifically, I plan to make crash course videos on how to make a bill fiscally strong along 
with providing other resources such as fiscal checklists. I aspire to inform the overall population of Youth and 
Government all of the opportunities present including a multitude of scholarships available. Along with this, I plan to 
facilitate fundraising for the program in order to keep it as strong as it is now, and hopefully continue to build it 
upwards. Having seen Youth and Government from a leadership point of view and a nonleadership point of view gives 
a new perspective to the program, which makes me feel wholly prepared to serve both my fellow presiding officers 
and every delegate that is a part of this program. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Empathy is 
something that is so important but also so sparse in this world. This trait is one of the cornerstones of servant 
leadership as you have to understand the people to serve them. Putting yourself in someone else's shoes to truly hear 
their voice is crucial. Along with this, servant leadership promotes the idea of unity and working together which is a 
key part of Youth and Government to ensure that every student has a voice and the proper resources to share their 
thoughts. In office, I will use this to listen to student perspectives on fundraising and the opportunities available to 
advocate for their beliefs. Each student in this program has a stake in its present and future, and their voices deserve 
to be heard on every topic of it. This includes opportunities like scholarships and fundraising. I will survey the general 
population of the program to see what they need through things like online polls and surveys. Along with this, I plan 
on providing more of an insight into the behind the scenes work that goes on in this program. Youth and Government 
is a student-run program, so I plan to let the people know everything they need to in order to prepare for conference. 
In regards to specific communication tactics, I plan to send surveys to delegation advisors to find out exactly what 
they need. 
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Nizzy Hammami Candidate for Comptroller 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: ·     

YAG 
o Bill Sponsor (2024 - 2025)
o Commissioner of Health (2025 – 2026)

· Shellie Mayer’s Youth Council: A civic engagement program instituted by NY State
Senator Shellie Mayer.

· Teen Changemaker Symposium: A youth program that stimulates youth to create and
possibly institute initiatives and programs for local communities.

· School Student Government

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the office of comptroller because I believe in the core values of the 
YMCA (i.e., caring, honesty, respect, and responsibility) and that leadership is about service, responsibility, and trust. I 
am highly organized, scrupulous, and dependable. I will work indefatigably to make this program successful and larger 
than before – almost every student should be engaged in an activity related to civics and YAG is a premier option for 
engaging the youth. Furthermore, I bring a servant leadership model that focuses on serving my YAG community. I am 
prepared to dedicate the time, energy, and professionalism to accomplish the duties of the comptroller office. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is a leadership model that centers around a leader that serves others. Instead of consolidating power and 
attaining recognition, a servant leader prioritizes the needs, welfare, and personal growth of those he leads and the 
community. Servant leadership is the opposite of the traditional leadership model: the leader exists to serve the 
people, not the reverse. If elected into office, I would incorporate servant leadership in the following manners: active 
listening, impact-focused decision making, transparency, accountability, collaboration, and ethics. I would prioritize 
direct communication in the conference by answering questions and receiving feedback from the other officers, often 
collaborating with them to decide on the merit of bills. My approval of bills will focus on how these bills, if instituted, 
would impact the NY state community as a collective. I would be transparent on my reasons for being for or against 
bills. Finally, I would treat office as a duty, not a privilege.
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Matthew Danielsen     Candidate for Chief Justice 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: During 
my 3 years in YAG, I’ve received and utilized many opportunities, which have helped me 
grow and improve. With my dedication in my freshman year, I was chosen for a justice 
position in my sophomore year, which I’ve held for the past 2 years. Last summer, I 
attended NJC, and I got 2nd out of 71 teams nationwide. As a justice, I’ve developed 
skills that have helped me become a better leader, not just in YAG, but also in other 
programs. As the first junior student body president, I’ve become a better leader, 
serving as a role model for the entire school. These roles have changed how I present 
myself to others as a leader. With my resilience and confidence, I’ve helped not just the 
attorneys and justices, but everyone school-wide. I’ve ensured that every attorney 
succeeds, both in and out of the case. I’ve also helped the new justices at my school 
become more confident leading a room. With my skills in leading wind ensemble and 
all-county honor bands, I’ve faced challenges and overcome them. I’ve seen how 

consistent effort can lead to success, and I will bring this effort during my time as your Chief Justice. 
Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  As Chief Justice, I want to ensure that all attorneys and justices succeed through 
any difficulties they may encounter. Throughout my schooling, I have consistently prioritized the needs of others while 
maintaining a strong work ethic. This is especially true for Youth and Government, as I have spent hours, days, and 
weeks helping attorneys complete their briefs and write their arguments to the best of their ability. Throughout that 
time, I have also helped the justices transition into the new environment of being leaders in their rooms by teaching 
them how to present themselves as leaders to others. At my school, I helped the new justices develop leadership 
qualities, such as confidence and adaptability. As your Chief Justice, I want to expand my support to everyone in New 
York State and ensure that every attorney or justice has an understanding of their cases and the ideas of how to 
write and construct a brief and an oral argument. To accomplish this, I will create tools that make it easier for 
attorneys to understand the formalities of writing their arguments and briefs. As Chief Justice, I know that I will 
demonstrate a high standard of communication skills across the state and ensure the success of every delegate in the 
judicial program. To do this, I will improve communication among justices and ensure that attorneys can contact other 
judicial officers when assistance is needed. I would work with my principal justices, public defender, and the attorney 
general to create helpful guides, such as mock briefs and arguments, and videos to help attorneys begin to 
understand the legal formality of the judicial program. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership can be defined as prioritizing putting others first and ensuring their needs are met. I have built these skills through my 
time as a justice, and I plan to further apply them as Chief Justice. I intend to ensure the success of others. I already have previous 
experience as a servant leader. As the student body president and a class council member, I am tasked with being the voice of my 
entire school and serving as a role model to younger students. I want to continue this as Chief Justice by allowing younger 
attorneys and justices to be able to communicate with the other judicial presiding officers through the use of Google Forms and 
Google Classroom, so they can become knowledgeable about the judicial process and understand the ideas of how to write their 
briefs and arguments. As Chief Justice, I will continue to be the voice of the judicial program, understand the needs of younger 
attorneys, and help them thrive within it. As a servant leader, I want to find ways to help others succeed in the judicial program. To 
do this, I want to use the skills I gained as a justice, student president, and class council member to help others understand the 
basics of an attorney's practice and ensure their needs are met. I will create videos and guides with my public defender and the 
attorney general to explain in depth the qualities a brief and an oral argument require, and to offer tips for both attorneys and 
justices to understand the process they must endure.
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Katlin  Fifield  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 3 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or 
other qualifications: Throughout the 4 years I have been 
in Youth and Government I have been given many 
opportunities I did not think I would ever have been able to 
achieve or receive.  I joined Youth and Government in 8th 
grade, not knowing how much this program would change me 
into the person I am today.  In 9th and 10th grade I served 
as a committee chair. During 10th grade, I was also chosen 
to give a speech on the Y-core value of caring during 
opening session, my bill sponsors and I were chosen to 
receive the best bill award, I personally received the 

outstanding delegate award, and I was given the honor to serve as one of the delegates representing New York State 
for the 2025 Conference On National Affairs (CONA). For this year's conference, I was given the opportunity to serve 
as the Commissioner of Agriculture and Markets on the Governor’s Cabinet. None of this would have been possible 
without the immense support this program and everyone in it has continued to give me throughout these past 4 
years. These experiences I’ve had will help me to be better prepared and understanding for this position. With this 
position I want to help to give others the same opportunities that I have had. 

 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this office because I want to give back to the program that has given 
so much to me.  I have seen a substantial amount of people change into who they want to be because of this program, 
including myself. Although I have come to realize some of us are fortunate enough to have opportunities and support 
that others may not have, I want to help those who need support to get where they wish to be.  Whether that be 
applying for Cabinet, wanting to go to CONA, applying for a PO position, or just simply wanting their bill to be written 
and presented correctly.  We don't realize how much the rest of our lives can differ from those around us, myself 
included, had no realization how fortunate I was to have a vast amount of support from those around me to be where 
I am today in this program.  That should be the same for anyone. I promise to be available to answer any questions 
people may have about Youth and Government as well as help those who need it on applications, bills, and anything 
else they may need help with.  Everyone should have the chance to get the most out of this program.   

 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is to think about those around you before yourself, it is to encourage others to speak up and make their 
voices and opinions heard.  A servant leader has the ability to make themselves available for those around them that 
may need help or support.  If I am elected into this position, I will make myself available at any time to support/help 
those who need it with any type of work they are doing within our program.  I also want to be there to listen to 
others, whether that be listening to suggestions or just if they need someone to talk to.  I want to give those around 
me the same experience I have been given from this program.  Everyone should feel included and have the same 
support as the rest of those around them.   
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Amelia Kovaci           Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: Through 
my two years of participation in Youth and Government, I have gained experience in 
debate, bill writing, and collaborating with other delegates to create thoughtful 
legislation. My time in the program has strengthened my public speaking skills, my 
understanding of parliamentary procedure, and my ability to engage respectfully with 
different perspectives. Each conference has helped me grow more confident in 
structured debate and more aware of the importance of organization and preparation 
within a legislative setting. 

 

 

 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the office of Speaker of Assembly Liberty because Youth and 
Government has become a place where I have grown not only as a delegate, but also as a leader and collaborator. 
Through my experience in debate and bill writing, I have developed a strong passion for respectful discussion, 
organization, and making sure every voice is heard. I want to create an assembly where delegates feel confident 
participating, supported in their ideas, and excited to be involved. If I am selected as a presiding officer, I would bring 
strong communication skills, fairness, and a commitment to preparation. I understand the importance of keeping 
debate structured while still encouraging meaningful conversations and different perspectives. Most importantly, I 
care about helping delegates succeed, whether they are experienced or attending their first conference. My goal 
would be to foster an inclusive, respectful, and engaging Assembly that reflects the best parts of Youth and 
Government. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is a leadership style centered on serving others first. Rather than focusing on authority or control, a 
servant leader prioritizes the needs, growth, and success of the people they lead. This means listening actively, 
creating opportunities for others to participate, and ensuring that everyone feels respected, included, and supported. 
If I am elected as a presiding officer, I would incorporate servant leadership by focusing on creating an Assembly 
environment where every delegate feels confident speaking and contributing. I would make an intentional effort to 
recognize newer delegates, encourage respectful debate, and ensure that discussions remain fair and balanced. I 
would remain approachable and supportive outside of formal sessions by answering questions, offering feedback, and 
helping delegates improve their skills. My goal would be to lead by demonstrating respect, professionalism, and 
patience while also offering my support to the assembly so we can succeed and grow together.
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Casey Farrell  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I have been 
an active participant in youth and government since middle school and first joining in 
eighth grade. In fact just last year I was awarded the opportunity to attend the Conference 
of National Affairs and through that conference I was able to further my debating and 
advocacy abilities. Besides YAG I participate in Track and field where I have learned the 
power of teamwork and patience. As a student who actively participates in her community 
I have been granted opportunities within my youth bureau in the youth advisory 
committee, youth court, teen views on the news, and more recently a no for profit that 
funds scholarships for students in my community. In school I’m also an active participant in 
book club, youth 2 youth, environment club, and our literary magazine. And in final I have 
also been able to participate in field trips such as Long Island teen institute, HOBY, and 
RYLA to create positive mental health experiences and addiction awareness. As a student I 

have participated in these various and distinct to programs to further my diversity of experiences as well as 
knowledge of local issues. 

 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this is office because I believe I can truly change youth and 
government for the better. I am someone who values three things community, equality, and justice. If selected I would 
plan to implement that into all platforms of youth and government for the better of the program. As a leader I believe 
it is my duty and responsibility to serve others and if elected I would make my main focus as an elected official to do 
all acts in service of the program and its participants. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is doing one’s duty for others rather themselves. Now this includes being an advocate for those in need of 
a voice, service towards people who are struggling, and most importantly treating others with kindness and respect. If 
elected I would do exactly that, and even more. I would incorporate this by giving each delegation a voice that 
represents them and being neutral towards all delegates.
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Michelle Arias  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I first 
heard of Youth and Government my freshman year. However, I did not come to join until 
last year, sophomore year. I regretted that as soon as I found out how passionate I was 
towards this program. Taking part in Youth and Government has taught me a lot, from 
bill analysis to how to speak publicly with confidence. Last year I was very shy coming 
to the conference but as more bills began presenting, I slowly gained my confidence. 
This year I am extremely excited to come to the conference full of confidence to 
participate in debate and listen to everyone's ideas and proposals. Outside of Youth 
and Government, I also enjoy participating in other programs. At my school I founded a 
Mock Trial club, trying to bring the Youth and Government experience into my school 
year-round. I do cheerleading, indoor track and lacrosse which have all taught me 
discipline and how to work with a team. Playing sports has shaped my work ethic and 
ability to collaborate effectively; skills that carry over into leadership roles and 
structured environments like Youth and Government. I fell in love with the YAG program 
last year, and this year I feel ready to run for a leadership position. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this office because I want to play a larger role in shaping the 
experience that makes Youth and Government so impactful. As a delegate, I have seen how much a PO influences the 
tone, fairness, and productivity of a chamber. I want to help create an environment where the debate is respectful, 
structured, and engaging, and where every delegate has an amazing first experience, as I did. If selected as Speaker of 
Assembly Freedom, I promise for organization, preparation, and consistency. Through Youth and Government and 
Mock Trial club, I have developed a strong understanding on how to guide a structured discussion effectively. Most 
importantly, I would lead with fairness and professionalism. I am committed to making the coming year both 
productive and positive for all delegates. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  I am seeking 
this office because I want to play a larger role in shaping the experience that makes Youth and Government so 
impactful. As a delegate, I have seen how much a PO influences the tone, fairness, and productivity of a chamber. I 
want to help create an environment where the debate is respectful, structured, and engaging, and where every 
delegate has an amazing first experience, as I did. If selected as Speaker of Assembly Freedom, I promise for 
organization, preparation, and consistency. Through Youth and Government and Mock Trial club, I have developed a 
strong understanding on how to guide a structured discussion effectively. Most importantly, I would lead with 
fairness and professionalism. I am committed to making the coming year both productive and positive for all 
delegates.
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Owen Vaughan Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: I have served in many different facets of Youth and 
Government. In my second year, I served as a committee chair, which was 
my first experience in state leadership in Youth and Government. As a 
committee chair, I worked with others to maintain order and help others 
during the conference. This summer, I was a delegate of the Conference on 
National Affairs, spending a week working with members of Youth and 
Government programs across the country. During CONA, I worked to 
improve my debate and my proposal, but I also found a part of myself. I 
opened up and became more social. Working with other CONA delegates 

was a privilege for which I am infinitely grateful. This year, I am serving on the Governor’s Cabinet, where I am excited 
to work with our Governor to learn about more of the inner workings of our conference. Locally, I was my district's 
secretary and am currently the vice president. In both positions, I have managed delegates and led part of my local 
program. Within my school, I serve on the Student Government and Class Council, representing my grade level, and I’m 
a member of the National Honor Society, where I serve my community and help others. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this position because I believe it is the next step in my Youth and 
Government journey. Since my freshman year, I have been extremely committed to Youth and Government, and I have 
known that I wanted to hold a state position to help others. I would strive to make Youth and Government a friendly 
environment where everyone can learn and grow. Within Youth and Government, I have grown as a person, becoming 
more confident and learning how good leadership impacts everyone. So far, I have held two local positions, which 
helped me learn leadership on a smaller scale, but I have also experienced conference as a committee chair, where I 
led on a larger scale. These experiences showed me the importance of leadership to me, and have developed my own 
sense of leadership. As a Presiding Officer, I will help others grow into better versions of themselves. I plan to 
implement a program that provides people with an outlet to voice their concerns and seek help with any issues 
through a Google Form I will use to answer questions. I have always sought to help others, and I believe that, as 
Speaker of Assembly Freedom, I will be able to provide the resources they need to succeed with a passion for learning 
and a strong sense of leadership. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is using your position to help others and lift them up, rather than enriching yourself. To be a servant leader 
is to take charge and encourage people to be their best selves. In office, I will practice servant leadership by 
supporting delegates and offering resources to help them improve, because everyone can always improve. I believe 
that to be a servant leader, a person must be willing to sacrifice their own freedoms for the greater good of a group. I 
have previously demonstrated servant leadership in many ways. For example, last year I served as a committee chair 
and urged others to push themselves and grow, while working tirelessly to ensure the conference ran smoothly. 
Another way I have demonstrated servant leadership is through my school's class council, where I represent my grade. 
By practicing selflessness, servant leadership is bound to grow and spread to others. As Speaker of Assembly 
Freedom, I will ensure that the practices of servant leadership are passed down to delegates and provide a pathway 
for others to become great leaders by making Youth and Government a friendly environment where everyone can 
grow.
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Gabriel Villacis  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I 
joined YAG as a timid freshman. Currently it is my second year of YAG and the growth 
I've seen in myself is immense. My first conference changed everything. I grew 
confident in debate and realized that we all have opinions and how valuable they are. 
Last year my bill passed in the joint session. This gave me the push to see how 
valuable our ideas are. Along with YAG I’m a part of National Honor Society, and a 
part of my grades class council, teaching me how much we can help the people 
around us and how valuable our voices are even though we think the world won’t 
listen to a bunch of highschoolers. Also I am one of the legislative secretaries at my 
local branch and I also got the honor to chair at my local District conference and this 
year at the state conference. I've attended many chair training sessions at my local 

branch to fully understand parliamentary procedure. I’ve gotten to know my fellow delegates and work with the other 
officers to work behind the scenes and make magic happen. All together these experiences have given me the 
leadership and supportive abilities to see the value in our voice and how when we come together and work as a team 
we create a fun and safe space. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  At my first conference I was terrified, scared and anxious. I was even extremely 
nervous to raise my placard.However it was the officers that helped me navigate and successfully conquer my first 
state conference. I want to take this time to thank them for all they've done and will do in the world. The officers have 
helped me find my voice and see that I want to give back and help everyone I can, as the officers once helped me. I 
want to not only help other delegates to say their opinion but to also show them how valuable their opinions are. I 
know how scary it can be to speak and I know what it's like to feel that your voice isn't heard, but there are people 
who care. Others may think that our voices aren't as important or that we don't know what we are saying, but we 
can't let them silence us. We have to stand up for what we believe in. In this position I want to ensure that everyone's 
voice is heard, by promoting spirit fingers and celebrating new debate, to encourage others to say their opinions. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is listening to others and not forcing them to follow one person's belief. I want to work with the delegates 
to express our opinions and concerns. This ensures that we all have a say and no one's voice is covered up and lost. 
This also means working to implement these ideas and not just let them get buried under other plans. A good leader 
listens to others, and cares about what they say. I want to listen to my fellow delegates and see ways in which they 
believe we can improve. As teens sometimes we may believe our voices have no power, however I want to challenge 
this belief and break it to prove that our voices matter and if we use them they can have a triumphant outcome. I plan 
to work with my fellow delegates, whether that be through online surveys via a google form, answering emails, 
creating polls, and talking to different local leaders, to execute and create a safe, fun and respectful space where we 
can all share our opinions and our love for government.
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Sophia Leigh   Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: 2026 will be my second year in this program. 
During my time in Youth and Government, I have learned so much 
and grown as an individual. I joined this program by request of a 
friend, I reluctantly agreed not knowing much about it but wanting 
to try something new. When I walked into my first district 
conference I was very nervous not knowing how much work needed 
to be put in, but in the end it was all worth it. At the state 
conference last year I found myself becoming very comfortable 
voicing my opinions, this was very new to me because public 
speaking was never something that came naturally to me. I felt 

comfortable and at home in this community of such amazing people. Other than Youth and Government I am extremely 
involved in my school's music program. I have had the honor to participate in every musical, variety show, NYSSMA, 
and CASSMA sense 7th grade. I was also in this year's Area all State for choir. I love being a role model and helping 
those around me achieve things that they have a passion for. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  Unlike most, I did not join Youth and Government until my sophomore year of high 
school. Soon after I joined I realized that I had been missing out on this amazing program for the past 2 years. My 
fear of public speaking led me to not even bat an eye towards this opportunity that was sitting right in front of me. I 
never really fit into any clubs besides music programs so naturally I was very nervous for my first district conference, 
while I was there I mostly observed trying to learn the ropes of the whole thing. During my second  district conference 
I became more comfortable and more familiar with how the program worked. When we got to the state conference I 
was very excited, by that point in time I found myself being comfortable and very confident in my public speaking. At 
the end of that conference is when I knew that I wanted to be more involved in this program. I immediately asked my 
teacher how I would go about being a candidate for Speaker of Assembly Liberty. I hope to help delegates from all 
over the state learn and grow, becoming comfortable voicing their opinions and being confident with them. I want to 
be a source of encouragement for next year's delegates as the previous officers were for me. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  The definition 
of servant leadership is “where the primary goal of the leader is to serve employees, customers, and stakeholders, 
prioritizing their needs, growth, and well-being over personal power or recognition.” To show the idea of servant 
leadership in my leadership I will make sure that every delegate in my chamber is confident in what they say and not 
second guessing themselves. I know what it is like to feel silenced and I don’t think anyone should ever have to feel 
like that. I believe that all ideas are good ones, some students just need a little push of encouragement to show those 
ideas. Another way I will show servant leadership is by being open and answering any and all questions from 
delegates to make sure that they feel confident in the things that they are saying. I will also help them improve their 
debating skills, so in my eyes servant leadership is being a leader who genuinely cares and wants to help others and 
bring out the good in others while putting them first.
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Mario  Novello   Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I 
joined Youth and Government during my sophomore year after being hesitant to 
join freshman year, an experience that became one of the most best parts of my 
high school career. Through debate and collaboration, I developed confidence, and 
composure under pressure Outside of Youth and Government, I serve as a Class 
Officer, Vice President and Co-Founder of Mock Trial Club, Yearbook 
Photographer, and track athlete. These roles have strengthened my leadership, 
organization, and teamwork skills. My friends and i founded mock trial club as a 
way to bring the yag experience to our highschool, As Vice President I help guide 
meetings, support members, and foster an inclusive environment where everyone 
feels comfortable participating, skills directly transferable to presiding over 
debate. Across all of my leadership positions, I bring energy, loyalty, and a strong 
sense of responsibility. I thrive in fast-paced environments, work effectively under 
pressure, and prioritize fairness and encouragement. These experiences have 
prepared me to lead efficiently, support delegates thoughtfully, and uphold the 
standards expected of a Presiding Officer. 

 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  When I joined Youth and Government my sophomore year, I was hesitant. As a 
freshman, I avoided joining because of my fear of public speaking. Choosing to step out of that comfort zone was one 
of the best decisions I’ve made. Youth and Government pushed me to grow, and now I want to give back to the 
program that helped shape me. being involved in so many different extracurriculars, I’ve learned how to bring energy, 
organization, and encouragement into every space I’m part of. I believe strong leadership means making sure every 
voice is heard. As Speaker of Assembly Liberty, I will prioritize fairness, efficiency, and inclusivity. I want first-year 
delegates to feel welcomed and confident raising their placards. I want debate to be engaging, structured, and 
motivating. Most importantly, I want every delegate to leave committee knowing their voice mattered. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is the idea that a leader’s primary role is to serve others before serving themselves. Instead of focusing on 
authority or recognition, a servant leader prioritizes the growth, confidence, and success of the people they lead. It is 
leadership rooted in empathy, fairness, and intentional support. If elected as Speaker of Assembly Liberty, I will 
incorporate servant leadership by ensuring every delegate feels heard, valued, and encouraged. As someone who once 
hesitated to join Youth and Government due to a fear of public speaking, I understand how intimidating debate can 
feel, especially for first-year delegates. Because of that, I will be intentional about creating a welcoming and 
structured environment where everyone feels comfortable raising their placard and participating in pro and con 
debate. My goal is not simply to preside over debate, but to empower delegates to grow in confidence and leadership 
themselves. By prioritizing the needs of the assembly before my own recognition, I will strive to make committee a 
space where every voice matters and every delegate leaves stronger than when they arrived.
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Paige Dreon   Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: This past 
summer, I had the opportunity to attend the first Y-Corps trip since before COVID. 
Through this experience I had the opportunity to truly experience and deepen my 
understand of the values that define the YMCA and Youth and Government while also 
further strengthening my collaboration abilities with fellow Youth and Government 
delegates from New York and Pennsylvania outside of my home community. This year, I am 
serving as Commissioner of Education. This is giving me the ability to continue to 
strengthen these previously mentioned skills as well as apply what I’ve learned from my 
experience at Y-Corps (as well as from the past two years of participating in YAG) to our 
NYS program. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers 
if selected as one of their leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this role because Youth and 
Government has had a profound impact on my life. Through my personal experience, I have come to understand just 
how important Presiding Officers are to the overall experience. After two years of witnessing and participating in this 
program, I have decided that I now want to serve in that role and help make fellow delegates’ time in (and out of) 
chamber as joyful and impactful as mine has been. This desire has only been strengthened through Y-Corps and my 
service as Commissioner of Education, where I have seen how strong leadership leads to respectful and productive 
delegates. I want to act as that strong leader, ensuring chambers are conducted professionally and that every 
delegate feels heard, encouraged, and challenged to grow not only as a delegate, but as a person. If selected as 
Speaker of Assembly Liberty, I would bring organization, dedication, and fairness to run an effective and respectful 
chamber while making quick and just decisions that uphold the rules and values which Youth and Government stands 
for. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To me, servant 
leadership is leadership gained not through actively seeking it, but instead through one's actions in serving their 
community and those around them. A servant leader is someone who prioritizes those around them, listening to them 
and hearing them in order to ensure that they feel seen. It is also the encouragement and upliftment of those around 
them, to make them understand how important their voice and actions are and inspire them to get involved in the 
community around them. For Youth and Government, this goes even further, also incorporating, and ensuring, that 
Youth and Government's core values are strengthened, upheld, and reflected through not only their actions but also 
within their community. If elected, I would incorporate servant leadership into my role by ensuring that every delegate 
feels heard, respected, and encouraged to participate and grow with confidence. Furthermore, I would conscientiously 
work towards ensuring that the chamber would reflect all of these values and act not only as a facilitator but also as 
a source of inspiration and encouragement for fellow delegates to take action and feel empowered doing so.
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Lydia  Phelps  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Excelsior 
Years in Youth and Government: 3 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: Throughout my 3 
years in the Youth and Government Program I have served as leadership for my district, as a 
Service Learning Liaison for the program, and as a committee chair for the state conference. 
Beyond the Youth and Government program I have had the privilege of being elected as my class 
president, Secretary and Treasurer of student council, Vice President of my schools Key Club, as 
well as being a member of the National Honor society and serving on a youth board for my 
county to help ensure that the youth of my community continue to have a voice in our local 
government. I cannot explain how grateful I am to have had the opportunity to fill each of these 
roles as each has worked to challenge me in unique ways. They've helped to test and develop my 
leadership skills while teaching me how to balance many different responsibilities. Ultimately 
these experiences have been some of the best learning experiences of my life and each has 
culminated to teach me how to be a better leader for tomorrow. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  The position of Presiding Officer is one that not only comes with great responsibility 
but one that requires a very specific set of skills and style of leadership. As a PO you need to be able to keep the best 
interests of your fellow delegates in mind as you represent them at conferences as well as being able to act as a role model 
for the new generations of Youth and Government delegates. In particular PO’s need to manage time effectively so that each 
and every bill has a chance to be heard, argued, and defended equally. It is unfortunate that every year there are bills that 
aren't granted the same amount of time and attention in chambers as other bills. This issue of time management is one that 
I would personally plan on paying a lot of attention to for this reason in particular. Many of you reading these responses do 
not know me very well but if you asked anyone who does, I can guarantee they would vouch for the fact that I am efficient, 
detail oriented, and precise in any and all work that I do. I constantly strive to put myself out there and experience new 
things and on top of that actually learn from these new experiences. When it comes to the position of Presiding Officer 
these attributes in particular will make me a quality candidate that plans on utilizing this opportunity to the fullest by 
becoming a leader that puts the interests of the program far above my own. This position isn't just an opportunity for me 
either, it's something that I've been striving for since I first had the chance to attend and witness all of the leaders that I 
looked up to fill these roles and utilize those platforms to make a bigger difference both in and out of this program. These 
role models inspired me to push myself and test my leadership capabilities so that one day I might have the opportunity to 
be a role model for someone else as I fill the shoes of the leaders that came before me. At the end of the day I may fill the 
requirements of this position but I'd like to make it known that I don't plan on simply serving as PO I plan on making a real 
difference in the program and in my community like the predecessors that I looked up to so much. My innate desire to do 
more than the bare minimum, and to go above and beyond for the people I'd represent is just one of the many reasons why I 
want to serve as a Presiding officer in the Youth and Government program that we all love and cherish so much. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant leadership 
on the whole is a very simple, yet profoundly important concept. It's the concept that our nation was built upon and is a 
quality that is, or at least should be, emulated throughout the entirety of our government. As a servant leader it is your 
duty to serve the people you represent in a way that reflects their best interests rather than simply your own. It's the 
action, as a leader, of putting your people first without sparing a thought for what you might have to gain from the 
situation. In short a servant leader is a representation of the core values that we as a country were built off of, 
empowerment of the people through the setting aside of self interest and prioritizing the needs of the people over your 
own. This concept is highly applicable to the Youth and Government program and can be seen in many of the leaders 
throughout the program. As far as applicability goes, I fully plan on following in my predecessors footsteps, following their 
example, and If I can, going one step further in applying servant leadership to this position. As a PO it is your responsibility 
to ensure that time is managed in a way that divides the schedule guaranteeing that each and every bill is given the time 
and attention it deserves. On a larger scale making sure that I am available to help any delegate that needs assistance in or 
out of the conference. This hope aims to ensure that no delegate is left without support and in the face of any difficulty 
they will have somewhere to turn to, whether it be to me or one of the many other servant leaders present at today's 
conference. As a program we are so lucky to have so many enthusiastic and welcoming members of leadership to help guide 
and build this program and each and every one of them are prime examples of what servant leadership should look like. 
Through their leadership and by following their example I can confidently say that I know how a servant leader should 
conduct themselves and I cannot express how eager I am to be given the opportunity to emulate these qualities myself as a 
Presiding Officer of the Youth and Government Program.
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Olivia  Pesso  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Excelsior 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: Last year I 
was a Bill sponsor for YAG. My other experience includes being a class officer my school 
for the class of 2027, youth leader for my religious community, the girls varsity basketball 
manager and photographer for my school. I have great leadership skills and conversation 
skills. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers 
if selected as one of their leaders for the coming year?  I want the position of 
speaker of Assembly Freedom because i genuinely care about students voice and making 
sure every member feels heard, respected and represented. With my leadership, this would 
be an environment where all ideas are taken into consideration. I’m a huge believer in that 
no opinion or idea is a bad one and every individual is entitled to their thoughts and 

beliefs and i want to create a community that fosters that. I am organized, confident in public speaking, and 
comfortable leading discussions while keeping things structured and engaging. If selected as a PO, i will bring my 
communication skills, fairness, and reliability. I am committed to listening to different perspectives keeping meetings 
inclusive and ensuring that we can work together to make meaningful contributions to the YAG program. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is a style focused on serving others first. instead of leading for power, a servant leader prioritizes 
listening, supporting and aiding those with powerful ideas and voices. They uplift the people they represent so that 
everyone can succeed as a collective. If elected as a presiding officer, i plan to incorporate servant leadership by 
actively listening to members of the Assembly, valuing different positions, approaches, and perspectives. i would lead 
by example, stay approachable and put the needs of the group above my own. My goal is to create a an inclusive, 
respectful environment where collaboration is encouraged and decisions are made with the best interest of the entire 
Assembly in mind. 
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Steven Lin  Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Excelsior 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I am 
privileged to be your candidate for the Speaker of Excelsior Assembly. Besides having 3 
years of experience in Youth and Government and serving as a chairperson at my district 
conference, I am included in multiple extracurricular activities that each contribute 
distinctly to my qualifications.   
  At my local EMS branch, I manage and encourage participation among youth 
members. In addition to meetings, I have helped fundraise in my local community for 2 
years, raising an exceptional amount that was later allocated towards equipment in the 
EMS program. My position in our local Youth Squad has challenged me to improve my 
management skills and responsibility.  
 Additionally, I help manage my family restaurant. I introduced new team members, 

socialized with complaining customers to maintain a peaceful working environment and translated for colleagues 
including my parents with language barriers. My experience volunteering in a family restaurant awakened me to the 
uncertainties leaders must face from communication to budgeting. Overall my qualifications have ensured that I will 
serve each of you.  
Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this position to encourage fellow delegates to express their authentic 
opinions without the fear of judgement. Being selected as a presiding officer for the coming year, I can offer my own 
experiences to enhance our Youth and Government program. 
 Through serving in my community, I’ve recognized the importance of cooperation. Tutoring passionate 
students who were facing difficulties in their classes was an experience that required patience and the ability to 
socialize in a way that was understandable to the specific individual. Thus far I have accumulated over 50 hours, 
helping other students pass classes and standardized tests. My tutoring experience taught me that everyone 
struggles with something, whether in school or debating during state conference. I want to connect members along 
Youth and Government, similar to introducing students around my school to tutors. We as a society tend to overlook 
the qualities of those less outspoken, but just because someone’s voice may be softer it doesn’t diminish the value 
that it carries. Inclusion maximizes success, hence I plan to utilize my skills in communication and cultivate the 
potential in my peers to optimize the Youth and Government experience. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  When defining 
servant leadership, it’s about the ability to put yourself in other’s shoes and lead while respecting the qualities in 
others. Everyday, we encounter experiences that shape how we characterize people. Over my 8 years of managing a 
family restaurant, I’ve understood the stresses that come in most scenarios; the inability to communicate with 
customers, facing complaints from frustrated customers, and the lack of worker morale. I’ve utilized these problems 
as an opportunity to socialize and cooperate to resolve issues, often having to make split second decisions to 
logically resolve complicated situations, reassuring customers with proper food care and encouraging colleagues to 
express their problems. To simplify, being able to disable a language barrier between consumers and providers 
allowed me to attain a proficient way of communicating and staying calm in stressful situations. Being a servant 
leader is not just about noticing these qualities of others, it's about acknowledging the unheard voices and supporting 
the ones who lack courage. Similarly to my working background, during my experience in Youth and Government, I’ve 
often recognized that delegates showed timidness when near presiding officers. Creating an environment where 
delegates feel free to participate is essential to maximizing success and defines what a servant leader truly is. If given 
this position, I will uphold the qualities of a servant leader , supporting peers to openly express their opinions 
without fear and allow them to feel included.  
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Sophie Valentine Candidate for Speaker of Assembly Excelsior 
Years in Youth and Government: 3 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I joined 
youth and government in 8th grade, shooting for the confidence to instantly share my 
voice. Even then, both the pandemic and fear kept me from speaking. And like that, I 
thought I’d lost my chance. The next year I hesitantly rejoined and I will never regret it. 
This program has given me friends and self worth. Today, I am running Youth and 
Government through my school as president, and last year I served as secretary. As a 
leader, I’ve realized that I didn’t have to be born with some special ability to speak. 
Instead, I was given the opportunity to create that strength. I strive to make people 
around me realize they truly are unstoppable. Additionally, I am part of my school's 
student senate, making everlasting memories in my town. Among many tasks, one of my 
favorite services came from working a parent's night out. Just being there, I was able to 

give parents the chance to enjoy themselves while I aided children in crafts! I’ve carried the responsibility of helping 
others with me throughout each conference as a delegate and a committee chair in the middle and high school 
program, and I’d love to carry it to next years conference as Speaker of the 5th Chamber Assembly. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  For a significant period in my life, I thought I was born to fit the narrative of the 
insecure, relatively quiet student in class. Overall, I only spoke aloud when I was called on by a teacher or when I was 
surrounded by things or people that I, myself, had deemed safe. Sure, I always had the desire to speak up more, but I 
never took the chance. This program encouraged me to come out of my comfort zone and has created the person you 
see at the conference today. I give the most credit to the advisors and student leaders who have supported me during 
my years within Youth and Government. My favorite thing about the program is that I’ve never felt alone. I want to be 
the reason other people can agree with that statement. Every voice holds power, especially student voices, including 
my own “robotic voice” - Kenzie Clark. As the future generation, we must listen to every voice and ensure everyone is 
truly considered when making decisions. If elected, I vow to produce an environment that succeeds through 
collaboration, passion, respect, and compassion. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  I think of a 
servant leader as someone with a constant desire to improve. Someone willing to take charge in situations ranging 
from simply answering another person's question all the way to putting their own comfort or reputation at risk to 
support the people around them. More than anything else, I believe a servant leader is someone who strives through 
empathy. I look up to graduated leaders because without their support, I can say I wouldn’t be writing this right now. 
Even today, while in college, they make time to help me and empower my voice. I strive to do that for others. I know 
that voices around the world have been neglected due to the barriers of language, religion, value, discrimination, and 
oppression, making it crucial that every delegate is heard. As a leader, I will promise to hear everyone. I want to help 
people raise and formulate their voice rather than redrafting their words as my own. I am willing to mess up and set 
that real-life example of being human and working to improve. Not only will I provide feedback for other delegates, 
but I will also listen to the critique from others because I believe the greatest leadership comes from improvement and 
collaboration.
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Madison Spanarelli  

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I'm a 
sophomore and this is currently my second year in YAG. Prior to joining I struggled with 
public speaking and I often felt that my opinions were not heard or given value. I've 
noticed a lot of change, especially with presenting and sharing my opinions, and my bill 
even received the best bill award in Senate Freedom. I met some really great people 
who’ve helped me grow. They’ve impacted the way I express my opinions when showing 
the importance of my beliefs. I've learned that everyone has a different opinion and story 
on why they feel that way. I feel that I truly belong. I take part in Music Honors Society 
and varsity sports. This prepared me for this position by showing me that everyone has 
their own voice and their own way of sharing opinions. I’ve learned how to be a good 
listener and to ensure that everyone's voice is heard and valued. I learned the meaning of 

teamwork. Also, I chaired at my local district conference, and in a state committee. I attended local chair training and 
understood the parliamentary procedure. This allowed me to get to know my fellow delegates and how to properly 
control a room. I'm grateful for the opportunities and those who've supported me. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  When I was at my first state conference I felt very nervous and scared. However, 
the officers were there to offer me support and help me get through my first conference. As someone who is proud to 
say that I have shown immense growth, I hope to give back to the Youth and Government community and help my 
fellow delegates to grow and feel confident when speaking. The main reason I am seeking office is to help other 
delegates who have faced the same obstacles I have. I know how scary it is to stand up and speak in front of so many 
people and what it feels like to believe that our voices are incapable of making a change in the world that we live in. 
With this position I hope to encourage my fellow delegates to feel welcome and feel confident when they share their 
opinions and stories. I hope to help show other delegates that their opinions are truly valued. My biggest goal is to 
make a difference in the world and show that teens just like me can make a change as long as we put our minds to it, 
and it starts with Youth and Government.  

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To me servant 
leadership is when you listen to what people have to say and be a leader for them. I believe that a leader should get 
input and thoughts from others before making any decision. Being a leader is not just about making decisions, it's 
about being there for all of the people who rely on you. As a leader I would want everyone's voice to be heard and 
most of all, respected. I feel that a leader should push others to become the best version of themself that they can. I 
hope to do this by encouraging my fellow delegates to debate. By debating and asking technical questions, my fellow 
delegates can start to feel more confident in themselves and the way they speak. I plan to help my fellow delegates 
feel that they are heard and that they are very capable of making a change as long as they put their mind to it. As a 
leader I would have a monthly survey for you all to anonymously enter any questions that you may have. At the end of 
each month I would go through and answer all of the questions with videos that can be found on my YAG instagram. 
Ultimately, my goal as a leader is to be a good role model and push my fellow delegates to be the best that they can 
and to reach their full potential.
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Addison Bradt        

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 4 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I have been 
strongly involved in Youth and Government since seventh grade. My first year, I had the 
privilege to be elected as Lieutenant Governor and serve as a presiding officer during my 
eighth grade year. In 2025, I was selected to be my school's community service liaison and a 
committee chair for the high school conference, which truly meant a lot to me. During the 
summer of 2025, I was proudly accepted to CONA, which was an incredible honor that I 
cherish deeply. This year, at the middle school conference, I was invited to be a resource 
officer and had the privilege of being the leader of my group while in the capital. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if 
selected as one of their leaders for the coming year?  I am applying for this position 
because I see the presiding officers from years past and I realize the difference they have 

made on not only the conference but on the delegates themselves. I have always been amazed by their confidence, 
kindness, courage, honesty, and integrity. I wish to be as amazing as them and live up to the roles they have set 
before me if elected into office. I believe I am well suited for this office position because I have a strong enthusiasm 
for YAG, I am passionate about servant leadership, I have been involved in YAG which can be helpful for those who 
are still learning. Not only are these important qualities for a candidate but I have the opportunity to know what it is 
like in rural America which has given me opportunities to see how the state works outside of the cities, and see what 
problems and challenges that we face. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  I believe that 
servant leadership means always putting the communities needs and concerns before yours to prioritize the wellbeing 
and growth of the people. By focusing on serving others first it promotes equality, trust, and collaboration within the 
group. I plan on shifting the focus from a chain of power to prioritizing team oriented work and encouraging open 
communication.
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Karim  Hammami        

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I started 
Youth and Government as a sophomore, and my first year was an amazing experience. I 
got to participate in legislative simulations, practice parliamentary procedure, and even 
passed my first bill, which gave me a real sense of how government works. This year, I've 
returned as a committee chair and am running for PO, where I hope to support new 
members, and help maintain the structure and decorum that make our chambers run 
smoothly. Outside of Youth and Government, I've worked to bring these leadership skills 
into my school and community. I founded my school's Mock Trial Club to create a space for 
students to develop critical thinking and advocacy skills, and I serve in Student 
Government, where I help facilitate discussions, maintain order, and make fair, organized 
decisions. As Treasurer of Key Club and a member of multiple youth councils, I've 

strengthened my ability to manage responsibility, stay impartial, and lead respectfully under pressure. When I'm not in 
chambers or meetings, you can usually find me at the gym benching with my boys and having fun. These experiences 
have shaped my approach to leadership and prepared me to serve effectively and confidently as a PO. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the position of Presiding Officer because I value fair, organized debate 
and want to help create a chamber environment where every delegate feels heard and respected. Through my 
experience in Youth and Government, Mock Trial, and student leadership, I have developed a strong understanding of 
parliamentary procedure, effective communication, and the importance of impartial leadership. If selected as a 
Presiding Officer, I would bring consistency, professionalism, and calm leadership, ensuring that sessions run 
efficiently while maintaining respect, decorum, and equal opportunity for all participants. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is a leadership philosophy where the leader prioritizes the needs of others, focuses on the growth and well 
being of their team or community, and leads by serving rather than by commanding. It emphasizes empathy, active 
listening, and empowering others to achieve their full potential. If elected into office, I plan to incorporate servant 
leadership by actively seeking input from those I represent, making decisions that benefit the people as a whole, and 
supporting initiatives that help others grow and succeed. I will lead with humility and ensure that my actions reflect 
the best interests of the people, not personal gain. As Napoleon once said, “A leader is a dealer in hope.” I will 
embody this by inspiring confidence and providing support to help others reach their goals, fostering a culture where 
service to the community comes first. 
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Alan Guevara Hernandez       

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Freedom 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: Last year 
was my first year of Youth and Government. It was the greatest experience of my life. I've 
met so many people from across the state of New York. I've learned a lot since then, and 
this year I'll be a committee chair. Outside of Youth and Government, last year I was my 
school's, mock trial treasurer. I am in a dual enrollment US History class with Mount Saint 
Mary College. I've loved history since I was very young. History, law, and government go 
hand in hand so I fell like this is very good to have under my belt. I've lived in New York all 
of my life, and my priority is to make this a better place for all of us. I'm in my school's 
Chamber Orchestra, which is more selective than normal Orchestra. I've played the violin 
since I was 7 and its what got me over my stage fright. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers 
if selected as one of their leaders for the coming year?  I'm seeking this office because I hope to truly 
make a difference one day. I've have been in to politics since I was 5 years old. I saw the rise of Donald Trump and his 
hateful rhetoric towards hispanic people and other groups that goes on to this day. I've always known I wanted a job 
in government and this is my calling. A lot of people say I am a good debater. I am also a good leader and teacher. 
Whenever my friends need help in any subject I'm always of great help. I speak English, Spanish, and French fluently 
and I'm currently learning German. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To me, servant 
leadership is putting everyone else before you and having their priorities in mind. Selflessness is one of the most 
important traits anyone can have. I've been taught to always take care of other people before me, especially if their 
less well off than me. I plan to help any new delegates with their speeches if they're struggling, or if they need help 
during debates. I hope to be a leader that people can lay their trust into me.
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Maira Siddiqi        

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 3 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: With my 
pervious experiences in Youth and Government, this being my 4th conference, I had the 
chance to partake in numerous debates from seventh grade to now and serve as our club's 
secretary. This conference I’ll be serving on cabinet this year as Commissioner of 
Transportation and working alongside governors' cabinet to thoroughly go through each 
bill and make sure they receive the same recognition as others. Over this past summer, I 
got the chance to be selected and attend the Conference on National Affairs, creating and 
debating proposals with students from all over the country. I have also taken the initiative 
to grow our middle school program, volunteering to help them with their own bills and 
debate skills, fostering a safe environment to learn what YAG is all about. I've also 
participated in the Youth Advocacy program, encouraging change and advocacy for all. I 

have also received ‘Best Bill’ and was placed amongst the highest ranked bills, allowing my group and I to present in 
joint sessions. Outside of Youth and Government I try to maintain a positive environment, I play for my school's 
varsity tennis and badminton team which allowed me to work collectively with my team. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  In my almost 4 years of doing Youth and Government, I’ve seen how it is led, the 
impact it leaves on others, and the way it allows and affects people to grow. I want to not only present my ideas to 
others but incorporate and collaborate with others and their ideas. The PO’s works with hearing people's ideas, and I 
want to foster and inclusive space for others to feel safe giving their ideas, and better the program as a whole. Each 
year we grow this program, we grow in numbers tremendously, and this means we allowed new delegates in; I want to 
show them that YAG is a space they can come back to and show them that their voice matters. Each delegate, each 
delegation big or small, deserves its own representation and each have feedback on how to better our program they 
all deserve to be known, they all deserve to be heard, and never under minded. As your next PO I can ensure an 
inclusive, respectful and representative space for all delegates and delegations. I can offer my own insight into how 
we can solve issues that occur, collaborate with members of the team and delegates, as well as also leading 
everybody in the program. Everybody’s voice is valuable. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Being a 
servant leader means leading for the sake of others, and not for your own personal benefit or gain. Being a servant 
leader means to benefit others, encourage them, and allow them to voice their opinions and thoughts. It's for the 
good of the people for the people, and being selfless. They stay on task and focus, but presenting oneself as a 
servant leader means that you are willing to listen, to learn, and to understand. They try to accommodate to the best 
of their abilities and put their words into action. All of this while fostering and encouraging a healthy place for 
succession and learning. They stay structured and organized in their planning and execution, and show how to lead by 
example, never by opting to follow what others do just for the sake of it. My aim is to allow growth and solve 
problems all while also making sure everybody is comfortable and satisfied. If elected into office I plan and promise to 
take each person's thoughts and opinions seriously and in careful consideration, allowing and support collaboration 
on ideas and put the people first and listen to what they advocate for. While also considering the positive change and 
what is best not just for one but for everybody involved.
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Arihanna  Smith        

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: This is my 
second year of Youth and Government. I am a district chair for my school and a committee 
chair for this state conference. Youth and Government has unlocked multiple opportunities 
for me to meet new people while taking a different look at my community, which has taught 
me essential skills I use on a daily basis, as well as taught me who I am as a person. I’ve 
learned to reach outside the box to make the seemingly impossible possible. This program 
has helped me grow my public speaking skills, teaching me how to create a strong, 
articulated message, whether that be in a debate or just trying to advocate for something I 
may be passionate about, with the ability to communicate with people I never thought I’d get 
the chance to. Alongside Youth and Government, I am a delegate in my school's Model UN 
program, where I have continued to advance my problem-solving skills. These experiences 
have taught me a plethora about how local, state, and national governments work and how 
their policies are. These skills provide me with an abundance of knowledge that has helped 
me expand my youth and government abilities tremendously. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this office as I am able to provide numerous points of view to the 
table from being in numerous programs. I intend to improve communication within Youth and Government by checking 
in and aiding my fellow delegates to the best of my ability. I will also encourage delegates to reach their highest 
potentials while going the lengths needed for you to feel represented and heard. Within my fire department branch, I 
was selected as both the youngest and first female lieutenant officer. This honor is not just a title; as a lieutenant, I 
use my voice to express my concerns, but not just my own concerns; I have also helped advocate for others. 
Additionally, with my role, I was able to be a mentor for others. I have taught strong advocacy in drills by working 
with others, giving our junior firefighters the support they may need. Through my programs, I have learned how to 
work with others as a mentor, learner, and aid. In addition to my work ethic, I pay attention to the small things I listen 
to and put in the work to fix them, no matter how the issue presents itself. I will incorporate the experience I had 
while being the lieutenant officer of my fire department into the office of President Pro Tempore. In addition, I have 
gained the experience it takes to be a leader, a helping hand, and a support system. When elected into office, I will be 
able to foster an environment of hospitality and advocacy. Additionally, I would like to be more transparent to the 
delegates about opportunities such as scholarships, which seem to be known by very little. 
Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  To me, a 
servant leader should not just be a person who knows how to help others. A servant leader is someone who can step 
into the shoes of others and use their experiences to enhance the proceedings of others. To be a leader is not just a 
title. Leadership is what defines you as a person; it encompasses the characteristics and traits that are most 
admirable, as well as what you do with them. There is no one specific outline for being a leader in my book. A leader is 
the person who can take the best of themselves and pour it into others in a beneficial supporting manner. I plan to 
incorporate this into Youth and Government as President Pro Tempore of Senate Liberty being I believe everybody is a 
leader in some way, so I would be able to tend to each and every concern, meeting them with the best possible 
accommodations. Whether that be connecting them with veterans or simply highlighting the result that will provide 
the best outcome by using resources like Group Me, Remind, Zoom meetings and many others to communicate. With 
me your voices will not only be heard, but they will be fought for because being a leader is not being for yourself. 
Being a leader is to be able to bring out the best in others, guiding those new and continuing members, 
communicating effectively and efficiently, and to give a voice to those too shy to use their own to bring a smile and 
laughter on those incredibly long nights you’ve spent debating on bills.
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Teddy Phelps        

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 3 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: This 
will be my fourth year as a legislative delegate for Youth and Government and my 
second year as a committee chair. I've been an active member of Youth and 
Government since the 8th grade. At first I was hesitant to join but my brother, who 
had been part of the program for multiple years before me, was able to convince 
me to give it a try. Since then, I've created numerous bills, met so many new and 
amazing people, and learned a great deal about myself, others around me, and the 
world we surround ourselves with. Last year, I decided to be a committee chair, 
another decision that has greatly altered me as a person. We learn so much on how 
to be effective leaders and make many new friends while doing so. Outside of YAG, 
I've taken on numerous leadership roles and opportunities to be able to better 
myself and the way I lead others, including being elected the president of my 
school's Key club, participating in student council, attending the HOBY youth 
leadership conference, serving on my school's Student Culture Leadership 
committee and even being selected to join my school's chapter of National Honor 
Society. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I seek this position because I've always looked up to and been inspired by the 
Speaker's and Pro Tempore's dedication to their members and how they work to make sure everyone's voices are 
heard in their chambers. Making sure that people's voices are heard is the pinnacle of what these positions 
encompass. If elected, I intend to maintain the equality and the reputation of the Senate by maintaining the principle 
of servant leadership and promoting a space where people's ideas and opinions are seen and acknowledged without 
judgment or bias. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
Leadership can be defined by many different things, but at its core it stands for an effective leader who caters to the 
needs of their people, ensuring that everyone's needs are represented without judgement or bias. I've had three years 
of experience being a member of the Assembly/Senate. I plan to incorporate this value effectively by placing myself in 
the shoes of the people who look up to me, who trust me to lead them in an honest and meaningful way. Listening and 
reaching out will be another way I will incorporate this principle, by fostering an environment that makes people feel 
safe and open to asking questions and coming to me to voice concerns and other ways to improve everyone's 
experience in the senate.
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Layne Tasnady        

Candidate for President Pro Tempore of Senate Liberty 
Years in Youth and Government: 1 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I joined Youth 
and Government last year and quickly developed a strong interest in debate, collaboration, and 
civic engagement through the legislative process. Through participating in committee sessions 
and legislative simulations, I gained experience in parliamentary procedure, respectful debate, 
and effective communication. This year, I am returning as a committee chair, where I hope to 
guide discussion and help create a productive and organized environment for delegates. 
Outside of YAG, I am a dedicated student-athlete who plays basketball and lacrosse and serve 
as captain of my school’s field hockey team. Being a captain has strengthened my ability to 
communicate clearly, motivate my peers, and remain calm under pressure. Balancing athletics 
with academics and extracurricular activities has taught me responsibility, teamwork, and 
leadership skills that I can bring into a leadership role within Youth and Government. When I 
am not at practice or in class, I enjoy going on Dunkin’ runs with my friends. 

 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this office because I want to take on a greater leadership role within 
Youth and Government and contribute to creating a positive and productive environment for all delegates. As 
someone who has benefited from supportive leadership during my first year, I hope to provide that same guidance to 
new members while helping experienced delegates engage in meaningful and organized debate. As a Presiding Officer, 
I would bring strong communication skills, fairness, and the ability to remain composed in fast paced situations. My 
experience as captain of my school’s field hockey team has taught me how to manage responsibility, lead respectfully, 
and ensure that everyone feels heard and valued. I am committed to maintaining order, encouraging participation, and 
helping the chamber run smoothly so that all delegates can have an engaging and rewarding experience. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is about putting the needs of others first and helping them grow and succeed. If elected, I will listen to the 
community, make decisions that benefit everyone, and support initiatives that empower others. I will lead with 
humility, focusing on service rather than personal gain. As John F. Kennedy once said, “Ask not what your country can 
do for you—ask what you can do for your country,” and I will use my role to inspire and support those I represent.
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Christopher Schelhas   Candidate for Public Defender 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other 
qualifications: I've been an attorney for the past 3 years, during which I've 
acquired many skills that qualify me for the Public Defender position. For 
example, I've developed my public speaking skills by constantly presenting to 
others, and I've also developed my ability to help others by teaching new 
delegates how to properly create briefs and oral arguments. Last year I had 
the opportunity to argue for case C, and with my skills, I've learned I ended 
up winning my case. The leaders around me have helped me become a more 
effective leader; they have always believed in me, no matter what, and have 
always shown up for me, motivating me to do greater things. I'm in the 

NJROTC and am currently a petty officer third class. I'm also a second-year student, and as such, I've to look after the 
first-year cadets. My time in NJROTC has taught me the qualities of a leader through various presentations and 
practical experience. I always try my best in every situation, no matter what, and strive to do the best in life. I will 
bring that same dedication serving as your next public defender. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  As the Public Defender, I would love to be someone that attorneys can look up to 
for mentorship and someone who inspires them to be more active in the program. I aspire to gain their trust by 
introducing myself to them and being very open with them, so they can come to me for their issues or help with briefs 
or the oral argument. Additionally, I will actively ask attorneys and justices for their feedback and figure out ways to 
balance and implement their ideas in the program. I aim to ensure that all attorneys practice their public speaking by 
having them speak in different environments to try and help them practice projection by dedicating a small amount of 
time to practice speaking. Many attorneys are shy and haven’t found their voice yet, and this could be because this 
may be their first time public speaking, so I would like to incorporate a question-and-answer system for attorneys 
and justices to make it easier for them to state their opinions if they have trouble speaking. An example could be a 
Google form|. Lastly, if attorneys also need help with briefs and arguments, I wish to work to implement a video for 
briefs and oral arguments to show how to properly create a brief and an oral argument throughout the state. I would 
also make sure to go more in-depth with them on vocabulary and help them make their arguments cleaner. I also help 
them understand the cross cases better by going more in-depth with them and going over case laws. Through these 
actions, I will unite the judicial branch and improve the program for future attorneys and justices for the reasons 
stated above. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership is a philosophy where a leader’s primary goal is to serve their team or organization in any way possible, 
whenever feasible, to gain trust and respect, and to be the best leader they can be. I would implement this philosophy 
as Public Defender by always being there when attorneys need help, regardless of the nature of the assistance 
required. I would love to befriend as many attorneys as possible to make sure they always feel welcome and at home 
in this program. I will also guarantee that their voices are being heard by ensuring they feel included, by listening to 
their complaints, and by introducing them to new people through judicial game night, where people will be allowed to 
come and interact with their fellow judicial people and have fun at the same time. I will communicate consistently with 
the Chief Justice and Attorney General to ensure this happens. I will serve the judicial program the best I can and 
ensure that the people of the judicial system have their voices heard and taken into account, hopefully in turn gaining 
their trust.
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Calliope Bellas    Candidate for Public Defender 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: I 
have been a part of Youth and Government for 2 years now and have served as an 
attorney for both years. During my freshman year, I served as a Case A Attorney 
and gained firsthand experience with how the Judicial system works. I also gained 
more confidence in public speaking and improved my ability to think on the spot. 
This gave me the courage to work myself up to Case B in my sophomore year. 
Within that year I continued to grow as an attorney and even helped new 
attorneys with my previous knowledge on arguing cases by giving them tips on 
how to improve their arguments. As a Junior, I am continuing my role as an 
attorney working on Case C and growing as a member of the Judicial system. 
Outside of YAG, I play varsity lacrosse as a goalie and I am a part of many clubs 

like, VAASA, Film club, Science Honor Society and History Honor Society. I also work part-time as a hostess and 
participate as well as compete in a Greek Dance group. Due to these extracurriculars, I have learned how to manage 
my time well and juggle multiple commitments at a time. These are skills that would continue to foster as Public 
Defender. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  Becoming Public Defender means playing a bigger role in Youth and Government 
and taking up more responsibility with the fellow Presiding Officers. YAG is so important to me and has taught me so 
many important life skills like, independence, confidence, and critical thinking. I want to take these skills and apply 
them to a position like Public Defender where I can use them to lift and support not only the attorneys but all 
members of Youth and Government. A Public Defender is someone who fights for someone when they cannot fight for 
themselves. I know what it feels like to come to Conference your first year and feel like an outsider in a new 
environment. The Justices and Presiding Officers during my freshman year helped to make this experience more 
manageable and aided me in strengthening arguments. As Public Defender, I will continue to do the same by being 
someone for new attorneys to reach out to so facing your first case doesn't feel so daunting. I feel I can offer helpful 
insights onto cases and give members of YAG the same confidence I obtained through the club. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership means to step up in order to serve and aid others, an act of leadership to foster a future of new leaders. 
As Public Defender, I am willing to take up the responsibility of helping all members of the Judicial branch with any 
needs they have. Being a servant leader means to be someone who puts others first. New attorneys need someone 
who is willing to be that servant leader who steps up. Being on a lacrosse team has taught me how stepping up as an 
individual leader benefits a whole team. As a goalie, my team relies on me to be one of these leaders on the field. 
Serving as a commander in the goal allows the whole team to be successful. I can apply this to Youth and Government 
by being a servant leader so that all attorneys are able to be successful in their cases. I plan to incorporate servant 
leadership by providing resources to attorneys to support them and be someone they can rely on to lead them. I feel 
that my years in Youth and Government have filled me with the expertise to fulfill the role as a servant leader and 
Public Defender.
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Jennae Carrion    Candidate for Editor-In-Chief 
Years in Youth and Government: 4 

 Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: My 
qualifications for this position come from both my leadership experience and my 
involvement in Youth and Government. At my school, I serve as the president of a club, 
which has helped me develop strong leadership, communication, and organizational skills. 
Within Youth and Government, I am currently serving as your Executive Editor, where I 
have gained valuable experience working in the press branch and collaborating with other 
members of the media team. I have also taken marketing classes and am a member of the 
English Honor Society, both of which have strengthened my writing, communication, and 
media skills. I have been involved in Youth and Government since 8th grade and have been 
part of the press branch since 9th grade. During our district conference, I had the 
opportunity to work closely alongside previous Editors-in-Chief, such as Josie and Sofie, 

where I was able to observe and learn how they successfully managed the position. These experiences have prepared 
me to step into this leadership role and continue improving the press program.  

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking this office because Youth and Government means a lot to me, and the 
opportunity to serve as a Presiding Officer would be incredibly meaningful. Being part of this program has allowed me 
to grow as a leader, and I would love the chance to give back by helping lead and strengthen it. Serving as Editor-in-
Chief would allow me to work alongside the other Presiding Officers to continue improving the program and making it 
an even better experience for all participants. In this role, I would also focus on strengthening and highlighting the 
press branch. The work that the press does is incredibly important, but it is sometimes overlooked. I want to create 
more opportunities for recognition and help more students become aware of the impact that  press has within Youth 
and Government. By encouraging creativity, collaboration, and stronger visibility, I hope to help the press branch 
continue to grow and thrive. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership means leading by putting the needs of others first and focusing on helping the people around you succeed. 
A servant leader supports their team, listens to different perspectives, and works to create opportunities for others 
rather than seeking recognition for themselves. If elected, I would incorporate servant leadership by prioritizing the 
needs of the press branch and making sure every member feels heard, supported, and valued. I would work to create 
an environment where students feel comfortable sharing ideas, improving their skills, and taking on new 
opportunities. By focusing on collaboration and support, I hope to strengthen the press branch and ensure that 
everyone involved feels confident in their role and proud of the work they produce.

 

  

237



New York State 
Youth and Government 

Officer Application 

Michelle Ordway Candidate for Editor-In-Chief 
Years in Youth and Government: 2 

 Previous Youth and Government experience and/or other qualifications: This will be 
my third year in Youth and Government.  I will also be serving as your Social Media Editor. 
I’m very grateful for this opportunity and plan to take it to its full potential. Since 7th grade, 
I have ran our yearbook club at my school. Through yearbook I have learned an immense 
amount about editing and creating. As member of our school’s creative magazine Ember I 
have taken an active role in selecting artwork, photographs, and creative writing pieces for 
publication. That has taught me even more about writing and sharing information. Youth and 
Government has given me the opportunity to showcase these skills. All of these have been 
great opportunities and led me to be who I am today. Making me highly experienced and I 
want to share these skills through the Youth and Government community. 

Why are you seeking this office and what do you feel you have to offer your peers if selected as one of their 
leaders for the coming year?  I am seeking the office of Editor in Chief because I feel I can bring new ideas to 
Youth and Government. For several years, I have held office in Yearbook and have learned a great amount. This is a 
great opportunity for me to expand my horizons and learn even more. I want to take Press to the next level and 
continue to adding to our amazing program. Since I have joined Press it has been something I have loved and 
appreciated. I want to give everyone an amazing experience with Press, much like I have been given. Those around me 
have taught me great amounts and continue to do so. Social media can be used in a very positive way and that’s what 
I intend to do if elected. I think spreading positivity and showing what changes we can make as leaders is important. I 
want to make a positive impact on the Youth and Government community, and everyone around me. 

Define servant leadership and describe how you plan to incorporate this if elected into office:  Servant 
leadership means being involved and helping others. Volunteering is something I have valued my whole life. Being a 
servant leader means helping those around you and being dedicated. Spending your time volunteering is one of the 
best things you can do. If I was elected as the Editor in Chief, I would use social media as a way to promote servant 
leadership. Showing delegates the positive impacts of servant leadership. Encouraging everyone and myself to 
continue the volunteering. Sharing the importance and just how impactful we can be. While encasing the togetherness 
it creates for people and all of the connections you can make..
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Youth and Government Code of Conduct

Each participant must abide by the program Code of Conduct explained below during the 

conference weekend.

1. BASIC PHILOSOPHY OF RESPONSIBLE CONDUCT: Essential to the Youth and

Government program is the concern and respect for the rights of every individual. Being

responsible for your own behavior and attitude at all times is an essential element of self-

government benefiting not only ourselves, but fellow delegates and the New York State YMCA

Youth and Government Program. All facilities placed at the disposal of the Youth and

Government program are to be given the greatest care and attention. It is a PRIVILEGE to use

them; treat them with respect.

2. GENERAL RULES: Infractions of the following general rules shall result in expulsion from

the YMCA Youth and Government program functions and conferences. In addition local law

enforcement agencies may be contacted and the participant/advisor/staff member turned over to

them:

a. Laws of the State, County and City are always observed.

b. State Capitol Chamber/State House rules restrict all beverages, food, gum, or other items that

might damage or disrespect the premises, including phone limitations.

c. Possession or consumption of weapons, alcoholic beverages or non-prescribed drugs are not

permitted.

d. Any act of vandalism, destruction of property, or misuse of a facility may be a crime and will

be treated as such.

e. Attendance and punctuality is mandatory at all work sessions.

f. Those who decide to be present when a violation occurs shall be considered a participant in the

violation.

g. This is a tobacco free event. There will be no smoking, chewing, use of e-cigarettes etc. in the

Government buildings, in the hotel or any other facility where Youth and Government activities
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take place.

h. Badges shall be worn by individuals whose name is on the badge. BADGE SWITCHING OR

SHARING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. Participants will wear their assigned badges at all

times when they are not in their sleeping rooms, and must be able to produce their badges at all

times. Badges are to be worn above the waist and must be visible. Badges are not to be defaced

or altered in any way.

i. Delegates will be expected to dress professionally and respectfully.  Delegation Advisors will

be the ultimate authority on evaluating this for their students.

j. Delegates may enter only their own assigned hotel room unless in the presence of their advisor.

k. Curfew and quiet hours must be observed with each delegate in her/his own room defined by

the official schedule

l. For the safety of all each delegate’s advisor may check their luggage, carry-on bags, coat

pockets prior to departure similar to the security check process at an airport.

m. Participants are not permitted to drive vehicles to or from an event sponsored by the statewide

program without prior permission from both the state program and their advisor.

n. Artificial Intelligence(AI) tools shall be only used for research and should not be used to

directly compose speeches or bills for the conference.  Any concerns or suspicions about the use

of Artificial Intelligence(AI) should be brought directly to the Conference Staff and not voiced in

debate.  Idea do not have to be original, but crediting your sources is a crucial skill.

o. All Participants will be treated and treat others with respect.  Insults, bullying, or other

inappropriate behavior towards others will not be tolerated and can result in the immediate

dismissal from the conference of the participant.

p. No refunds will be given for any delegate asked to leave due to a violation of the code of

conduct.

3. Disciplinary Action: This code of conduct is considered binding on all participants, advisors
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and staff. Each YMCA and its advisors shall be held accountable for all actions and conduct of 

their participants. The intent is to hold each participant accountable for his/her own actions

The State Director, and your advisor, Have the authority to interpret the Code of Conduct and 

administer any disciplinary action deemed necessary.

I have read and understand the New York State YMCA Youth and Government Code of Conduct 

and I agree to follow it. I understand that failure to adhere to the Code’s minimum standards of 

conduct may result in my immediate expulsion from the New York State YMCA Youth and 

Government program. 

Printed name of Student: _________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Student: ____________________________________________________________ 

Printed name of Parent/Guardian: __________________________________________________ 

Signature of Parent/Guardian: _____________________________________________________ 
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